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Abstract

Objective: The purpose of this research was to study community participation in long-
term care for bedridden patients in Ban Suan Municipality.

Methods: The informants in this qualitative research consisted of four groups: Group 1:
8 caregivers and 2 volunteers; Group 2: 10 village health volunteers; Group 3: 8 community
leaders and 2 public health personnel; Group 4: 10 family caregivers selected as key
informants. Data was collected using the group discussion method. The tool used was a semi-
structured interview.

Results: The results showed that community participated in long-term care for
bedridden patients in Ban Suan Municipality. Three main participations were found: 1) Family
participation, including preparing food for the elderly, body cleansing, restoring health of the
elderly and providing health care for the elderly; 2) Participation of health agencies including
providing basic health care services, giving advice, consulting, and teaching knowledge and
coordination with other agencies; and 3) participation of local administrative organizations and
community network partners by providing social services to bedridden patients and their
families according to state welfare rights to ensure a good quality of life as well as coordinating

with network partners to participate in long-term care for bedridden patients in the community.

Keywords: Participation, Bedridden Patients, Community
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