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Abstract

This research aims at studying the concept of the king as deities in 35 Thai literary
works in the Ayutthaya period.

The results show that the kings in Ayutthaya Thai literature possess two
characteristics: the king’s status and the royal righteousness.

For the king’s status, the kings are honored as the deities. They are higher than other
ordinary people in five concepts: giving names from deities, king as deities, being born from
deities, being descended from deities, and being meritorious as deities, showing that their status
and background are higher than the general ordinary people.

For the kings’ righteousness, it is divided into four areas: expanding territory and
preventing the kinedom by war, having the great troops, ruling by royal authority, and making
rituals. The kings fight against enemies to expand and protect the kingdom, and rule the country
with their righteousness and royal authority. The kings have supreme royal authority, and are
higher than the general ordinary people. Consequently, there must be rules and various rituals

to perform. This reveals the characteristic of divine kings well.

Key words : King of Deities, The king’s status, Royal righteousness
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