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@ Abstract

The objective of the research was to study local knowledge native about
rice conservation and utilization among Akha ethnic groups in Chiang Rai province.
This research used a qualitative study method study in two communities of
the Akha ethnic groups, by surveying the study area, interviews, group discussions,
and participatory observation. The samples were selected from a group of the
elderly, of local wisdom elite, of married men, of married women, and a group
of young people; in total group, there were 70 villagers involved. The research
examined the triangular data and content analysis, and included written
descriptive reports. The results found that the subject villagers had local
knowledge regarding the management of native rice varieties, from the selection
of rice varieties, storage of rice seeds for planting, care and harvesting crops.
The use of native rice varieties included use as a staple food, as dessert,
as an element of ritual, use as exchange when the produce is sold as income,
use as animals feed, and to make local liquor for use in household activities.
They were preserving the 7 native rice varieties by cultivating the various varieties
in rice fields and farms. There were exchanges of species both inside the commmunity
and outside the community. There was a selection of rice varieties that were
suitable for the ecosystem and with the characteristics that meet the needs of

utilization.

Keywords: Local Knowledge, Native Rice, Ethnic Group
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