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This article is part of a research project in titled “The Mechanisms for Strengthening and
The Need of Urban Community Welfare for the Elderly”
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%\é@ Abstract

The main objective of this research is to study the mechanisms and
process on strengthening urban community welfare for the elderly and the
actual needs of the elderly in Tha Nam Samsen Community, Suan Aoi Community
and Soi Soda community in Dusit District by studying documents related to the
needs of the elderly community welfare and by means of observation, group
interview and in-depth interview to formal and informal community leaders,
community committee, networking within the community such as public health
volunteers, Civil Protection Volunteer and 45 elderly people. In addition, with
in-depth interviews with the community development officer of Dusit District

are significant tools in this research. Then analyzed and described.
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From The research points out that essential mechanisms of the three
communities have similar characteristics which are; 1) Mechanism of the leader
of each community who has strength and vision in developing the community.
2) The inside mechanism of relationship in the community such as Kinship
system, Public Health Volunteers (P.H.V.), Civil Protection Volunteers (C.P.V.)
or volunteer groups within the three urban communities. 3) The outside
mechanism of relationship in the community is government sector, Educational
sector, and private sector. 4) Animportant day of the community allows members
of the community to participate in many activities that help promote unity
among the elderly and members.

The study found that the elderly in all three communities have important
needs in the aspect of health, psychological, environmental, and financial
aspects. From this research, it is suggested that community plays an important
role to support the elderly since it being very close to the elderly and by using
many mechanisms to make the community stronger.

Since most of the elderly in urban areas are unemployed or traded
a little within the community, they have much time in their hands, volunteers
should be encouraged to be an important tool in creating useful activities for
each community. Therefore, if useful activities are created for the community,

the elderly will self-worth and become happier.

Keywords: Mechanisms for Strengthening, Self-Reliance of the Elderly, the Need
of Urban Community Welfare for the Elderly
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