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@ Abstract )

Since the pattern of the tourism has been changed, the community is allowed to be

involved in tourism management by setting direction, management and maintaining the
resources of the community. The community resources, particularly natural resources,
cultural resources and local wisdom are indicative of the way of life and the value of the
community identities. This type of tourism is becoming more and more popular today.
It plays a vital role to drive and raise the economy of the community. A study on participation
in environmental management for the community development at Nam Phut community,
Langu district, Satun province aims: 1) to study the general condition of the community;
economic, social, cultural as well as natural and environmental context, 2) to study the
level of participation of the community, 3) to study the factors affecting the participation
of the community, and 4) to propose the suggestions to promote the participation of the
community in environmental management. The target group consisted of the participants in
environmental management for tourism development (representatives from public, private
and public sectors). Data were collected by 379 questionnaires and 36 semi-structured

interviews and used f-test and multiple regressions in data analysis. The research found that
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Tambon Nam Phut was separated from Tambon Khao Khao in 1975. It consists of 11 villages,
mostly mountainous, forest and plain with abundant natural resources, especially tourism
resources such as Wang Sa Thong Waterfall, Seven Caves and Lamlone Canal. 95% of the
people are agricultural workers, including rubber, palm oil and fruit orchards; the average
income is 23,182 baht per person per year. Overall, participation in environmental
management for community development found that moderate level; at the same time, it was
found that gender and occupational factors contributed to the different participation in
environmental management of the community. In addition, cultural factors and
environmental factors have influenced participation in environmental management in the
issues on search for common issues, joint planning, joint operation, decision making, monitoring,
evaluation and mutual benefit; as with community engagement found that search for common
issues, joint planning, co-operation, decision-making, monitoring, evaluation, and mutual benefit
were impact on participation in community environmental management. Recommendations
for enhancing participation in environmental management for the development of community
tourism; in all sectors both of public, private and people, as well as tourists should be involved
in the management and development of the environment by the role and duty seriously;

to keep natural resources and environment sustainable.

Keywords: Participation level, Community participation, Community tourism management,

Environmental management, Tambon Nam Phut, Langu district, Satun province
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