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The Myth of Urangadhatu and the Socio-Economic

Interrelated Network of the People in the Greater Mekong Sub-region
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Abstract

This article aims to present the social-economic interrelated network of people who resided in the
Greater Mekong Sub-region in ancient kingdom. The Myth of Urangadhatu is the crucial document mainly
used in this study to analyze the interrelation of ancient states in Mekong Subregion. The names of the ancient
states appeared in the Urangadhatu myth are Srikotaboon, Nong Harn Luang (Sakon Nakhon), Nong Harn
Noi (Udonthanee), Julanee (Hue), Inthapat (Cambodia), and Nong Kun Tae Sue Nam (Vientian). The study of
geographical location of these ancient states covered many nations today, i.e., Thailand, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Kingdom of Cambodia. The Myth of
Urangadhatu reflects the interrelation among these ancient states through social-economic relation, religious
belief, resource management and trading routes by land and by the Mekong River; it also illustrates the
socio-economic space shared by these states. The Myth of Urangadhatu is, thus, one of major historical
evidences for the long period of development in this subregion. With this knowledge, it could help strengthen
interrelation and cooperation among the nations in the road network of the East-West Economic Corridor

today and in the future.
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