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The Implementation of Sustainable Tourism Management Policy: A
Case Study of Thalonk Community, Khongjiam District, Ubon

Rajchathani Province
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Abstract

The implementation of sustainable tourism management policy in Bru tribe in Thalonk
Community, Khongjiam District, Ubon Rajathani Province found that there were several factors affecting
its success , which were (1) bureaucratic sectors implementing the government's tourism policies had
too many targets to achieve which resulted in policy contradiction. For instance, the policy concerning
homestay business appraisal to meet the government's standard affected the identity of Bru tribe, who
believed in animism. If those who implemented tourism policies understood and saw the significance in
conserving Bru traditions while executing such policies, these traditions would attract tourists to learn
more about Bru tribal traditions; (2) there was a chance in the riverside community's way of life. From
small fishery along Khong River for household consumption in the past, now the fishery has become
increasingly commercial. Fish were sold to middlemen, who once again sold the goods in the center of
Khongjiam District; (3) Basketry knowledge, especially rice wicker basket, had continually received lesser
attention. If such knowledge had not been conserved by the next generations, basketry knowledge might
be lost for good; (4) labor migration to Bangkok resulted in the lack of people who would carry on the
practice of local wisdom; (5) The remaining culture was the language since there was still the use of

Bru dialect in the community. This was one of the charms that attracted tourists to visit the area.

Keywords : Sustainable Tourism, Local Wisdom, Change in the Community Way of Life, Bru Tribal

Culture Conservation
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