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Participatory Action Research for Book-keeping Development

of Village Funds, Tarae Sub-district, Sakon Nakhon Province
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Abstract

This research on the development of participatory book-keeping of village funds in Tharae
Sub-district, Sakon Nakhon Province aimed to study and identify problems and obstacles in participatory
book-keeping of funds in villoges of Tharae Sub-district and to improve farmers’ knowledge on
participatory book-keeping. This study employed a mixed research method between participatory action
research and a quantitative research by using descriptive statistics in percentage. The target group
consisted of chairs of the funds, members of the committees, ordinary members and bookkeepers in 8
groups of funds, totally 48 participants. Purposive sampling was used in the case of chairs of the funds
and the funds along with quota sampling in the case of members of the committees and ordinary
members. Research tools used included 1) a structured interview and 2) an accounting test on book-
keeping used with the target farmers. Data were analyzed and reported in percentage.

The findings of this study were as follows:

The problems and obstacles in doing book-keeping of the village funds comprised:

1. There were no documents as evidences for book—keeping, or there were some but inadequate.
In addition, there were some difficulties in preparing book-keeping forms and an account book.

2. The farmers dared not to write down the actual information due to the fear of making mistake.
This led to the double book-keeping or else the forgetting of doing book-keeping.

3. Account books were recorded according to convenience and understanding of Cash Basis; in
other words, the records were done only by cash payment.

4. Records were delayed and out-of-date; therefore the information was not up-to-date and
did not help make a decision to manage the funds.

5. There was no follow-up process or inspection on bad debts and doubtful accounts from debtors.

6. The bookkeepers were unable to operate book-keeping by themselves after training sessions with
government organizations or from a handbook of fund book-keeping. Eventually, they required help from social
development staffers or voluntary accounting teachers.

According to the above problems and obstacles, the researcher together with the farmers
discussed and expressed and exchanging their opinions. As a result, there was an advent of the participatory
book-keeping with the following details:
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1. The accounting transaction was divided into 2 activities, which were an activity related to the
1 million-baht fund and an activity related to savings or deposit from the members.

2. The bookkeeping system of the village funds was divided into 3 parts, which were 1)
documents used for book-keeping and related account books, 2) accounting, divided into 3 systems:
accounting system on deposit/withdrawal, obtaining assets/properties as share payment or donation, and

3) financial report.
Keywords : Development, Book-keeping, Participatory Action Research
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