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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to develop an early childhood curriculum based on
the theory of Multiple Intelligences by using participatory action research; 2) to study the curricular
implementation. The samples of the research were eighteen pre-school children of kindergarten class 1/1 who
studied in the first semester of academic year 2006 at Muang Dekdee School. The samples were selected
by using purposive sampling. The class teacher of these eighteen students was willing to be the
co - researcher. The instruments used in this research included the early childhood school curriculum based
on the Theory of Multiple Intelligences, lesson plans, behavior observation forms, field notes, interview forms
for student groups’ opinions and individual students’ opinions, interview forms for comments about the
pictures of an activity in which each student has participated, interview forms for the school administrator,
the class teacher and parents’ opinions, forms for recording focus group discussion, documentary datas,
emotion evaluation forms, work performance evaluation forms, and sociograms. Content analysis was used
for qualitative data analysis. Frequency, mean and percentage were used for quantitative data analysis.

The results of the research showed that: 1) Developing the early childhood school curriculum
enhancing pre-school children multiple intelligences has determined the standards of school desired
characteristics, curriculum framework, theme description, course syllabus, learning units, and lesson
plans, all of which were based on the Theory of Multiple Intelligences. 2) The implementation of the
developed early childhood school curriculum has shown significant improvement in two aspects: First,
according to the school desired characteristics, every student showed a continuous increase in all
multiple intelligences except in existential intelligence in which the average score of most students needed
improving but it did not increase. Second, according to their opinions, the administrator, the class teacher
and parents were satisfied with the developed curriculum and agreed that the developed curriculum was

consistent with the philosophy of early childhood education, vision, mission, goal, school and
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community context of the school. The early childhood school children’s development was evidently

improved.
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