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Abstract

Offshore features, islands, rocks or low tide elevations, are very important for
extending straight baselines. Measurement of maritime zones starting from either normal
baselines or straight baselines is defined in United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea 1982 (UNCLOS 1982). Straight baselines delineated from or to offshore features usually
are control points for drawing median line or equidistance line. The coastal State takes the
advantages for maritime delimitation by claiming the outermost offshore features which
some are very small and very far from mainland as a part of straight baseline. UNCLOS
1982 does not give the exact meaning, such as distance from the shore or area of the
offshore feature, about offshore features suitable for delineating either straight baselines or
maritime delimitation. The vagueness is in UNCLOS 1982 for maritime delimitation. Firstly,
the immediate vicinity is not to be specific distance between mainland and offshore
features. Secondly, a fringe of islands is as same as the immediate vicinity. And thirdly,
equitable solution is the goal for maritime delimitation. Making equitable solution more
objective and reducing the vagueness of immediate vicinity and a fringe of islands, the
Equi-Area/Ratio is the new method for maritime delimitation. The Equi-Area/Ratio applies
Geographic Information System (GIS) for taking every rock and island not matter in distance
or size to be analyzed to find the equitable area or the equitable ratio. Regarding the
equitable area or the equitable ratio, the median line will be adjusted to meet the

equitable solution.
Key words: Normal Baselines, Straight Baselines, Equitable Solution, Median Line
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