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Abstract

This article aims to study the use of figure of speech of gold in Thai literary
works from Sukhothai to Ratanakosin Period. It attempts to interpret and understand
the signification and value of gold in relation to the Thai way of life, society, and
tradition. The study reveals that the gold imagery in Thai literature is expressed by
means of two figurative techniques: simile and metaphor. As gold imagery is variously
exploited, this reflects how Thai people can hold different perceptions towards gold.
By means of interpretation, the study finds out two essential messages that underlie
the gold imagery, namely, the secular and religious significations.
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