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Abstract

This research aimed to study problems and needs in Occupation of Lotus
products for community economic system development based on the Sufficiency
Economy and to develop the potentials of the community in occupation of Lotus
products for community economic system development based on the Sufficiency
Economy. The Participatory Action Research (PAR) process was used. The results showed
that community managed by themselves for community economic system development
based on the Sufficiency Economy with appropriate solutions for the economic, social
and cultural unsustainable problems. The findings were as follows: 1) Thapkrit
community had high potentiality both in natural and cultural resources in Occupation of
Lotus products but the problems of Thapkrit community were that people did not know
social capital and knowledge in community and lacked awareness in conservation of
natural resources, cultural and local wisdom in Thapkrit community. For the needs of
community, they were willing and ready to run the occupation of Lotus products
business for community economic system development based on the Sufficiency
Economy and already formed a group to operate it. And 2) for the development
potential of the community in occupation of Lotus products for community economic
system development based on the Sufficiency Economy included: training in the topic
Knowledge of Thapkirt community, socal capital and training the topic of Lotus
Occupational skill to support community economic on Sufficiency Economy. The
community’s satisfaction with socio-economic, cultural and environmental consequences
of the development the potentials of the community in occupational activities ranged
from high to very high. Economically, they earned higher incomes. Socially, they made
more friends, social relationship in the community improved, and they were more proud
of their own cultures. In the environmental aspect, the people have become more

ecologically conscious of saving nature and environment.

Keywords: development the potentials of the community, sufficiency economy,

occupation of lotus products
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