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Abstract

The thesis entitled “An analytical study of Dhamma in Buddhism existing in Sen-
Ruan custom of Thai-Songdam (Lao-Song) in Bangrakham district, Phitsanulok province”
aimed (1) to study the history of Senruean ceremony, (2) to investigate Buddhist principles

applied in Senruean ceremony, and (3) to analyze principles of Theravada Buddhism that
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influenced the belief in Senruean ceremony. The research was conducted in Bangrakham
District. Primary and secondary documents and in-depth interviews were analyzed to find
the correlation between Buddhist doctrines and the belief in Senruean ceremony in order
to know the history of Senruean ceremony, the rituals, and the substance of the principles
applied in Senruean ceremony, which led to the understanding the way of life and the
belief in Senruean ceremony, including the interaction of people in the community in
Bangrakham. The study found that the Buddhist principles appeared in Senruean ceremony
influencing the belief and the lifestyle of Lao-Song people. For example, “Gratuity” was
mentioned in rarely found people from the Thit 6 and Monkol 38. “Unity” was mentioned
in Saraniyadhamma 6, Aparihaniyadhamma 7, Sangahavatthu 4, and Phromvihan 4. “Giving”
was mentioned in Sangahavatthu 4, Plalikhumma 5 (making merit for ancestors),
Bhrammavihan 4, Monkol 38. Loasong people adjusted these Buddhist principles to suit
Senruean ceremony, which provided Buddhist principles, morale, substance, and
commentary. In conclusion, Senruean ceremony belonging to Thai-Songdum people or Lao-
Song was an ancient ceremony. The ceremony lasts until the present because of these
beliefs.

Keywords: senruean ceremony, Tai-Songdum, Lao-Song, dhamma in buddhism
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