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Abstract

The diversity of soil microarthropods was compared between a dry
dipterocarp forest and a dry evergreen forest at Sakaerat environmental Research
Station, Nakhon Ratchasima Province, during January to July 2013. Soil samples and
litter from both areas were collected and extracted for soil microarthropods by

Berlese-Tullgren funnel. A total of 6 classes comprising 17 orders of soil microarthropods
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were identified and the acari and collembola orders were the dominant groups. The
density of soil microarthropods in the dry evergreen forest is significantly higher than
those of the dry dipterocarp forest (p < 0.05). However, the Shannon-Weiner indices
(H’) of the two forest types are not significantly different. We also found that density of
soil microarthropods was correlated to soil and atmospheric temperatures, % relative

humidity of soil and soil texture.
keywords: acari, collembolan, dry dipterocarpous forest, dry evergreen forest
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