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Abstract

The study on species diversity, habitats and spatial distribution of webspinners
in lower northern Thailand was carried out in various plant communities during
October, 2012 to September, 2013. The results revealed 4 species and 1
morphospecies belonging to 5 genera and 3 families of webspinners. These included

families Oligotomidae (Aposthonia borneensis, Eosembia auripecta, Oligotoma saundersi),
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Teratembiidae (Dachtylembia siamensis) and Ptilocerembiidae (Ptilocerembia sp.1). The
distribution regarding habitats and altitude of webspinners could be distinctly classified
into 3 groups: 1) E. auripecta dwelled in several plant community types at the level
less than 800 m; 2) A borneensis, O. saundersi (human exploited areas), and
Ptilocerembiasp.1 (natural forests) occupied in specific plant community types less
than 800 m; 3) D. siamensis restricted to the hill evergreen forest above 800 m. This
basic information could be useful as an indicator of the forest condition and as a
guideline for suitable habitat management.

keywords: Embioptera, species diversity, spatial distribution
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