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King Naresuan’s Fighting Rooster Registerd as Intangible
Cultural Heritage in B.E. 2014

Nisit Tangtrakarpong

Abstract

When King Naresuan the Great was young, he went to Burma and brought
along with him a fighting rooster from Ban Tae, Phitsanulok to fight with the fighting
rooster of Phra Maha Uparat, the successor of the Burmese King, in Hongsawadee, in
B.E. 2124. King Naresuan’s rooster won the game; thus, the rooster became known as
the best-bred rooster of the time which was later called “The yellow feathers with
white-tailed rooster of the nobles”. Because the rooster won the cockfighting and it
was raised by King Naresuan the Great, the rooster was named Kai Chon Phra
Nareauan. The most distinguishing features of Kai Chon Phra Naresuan are its head,
comb, hackle (neck feathers), wings, body feathers and its prominent way of standing
and walking. Since then, cockers and breeders have preserved the rooster species by
breeding the rooster to propagate it. At present, one of the things that Phitsanulok is
famous for is Kai Chon Phra Naresuan which is one of the twelve well-known cock
breed in Thailand.
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