NUEJ

Naresuan University
Engineering Journal

NISATUIULTIRLAVN BV VUININgAVBIRMTENAU USSR Y aNYUITUYR 91950 N
Numerical Calculation for the Critical Initial Flaw Size
of Flash-Butt Welded Rail
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Abstract

The flaws within flash- butt welded joint of a rail may occur during welding and/ or operation. They may cause
the damage of the welded joint of a rail. The size of flaw that allows the fatigue crack to propagate is defined as
the critical initial flaw size. In the present work, the critical initial flaw size of flash-butt welded joint of a rail was
studied using the linear-elastic fracture mechanics and finite element method. A semi-circular crack at the bottom
surface of rail foot (i.e., the region with the maximum bending stress from wheel load) was selected to represent
the flaw. It was observed that the stress intensity factor range of flaw equals to the threshold stress intensity factor
range of rail steel, when the flaw size is approximately 2 mm (i.e., the critical initial flaw size). At this critical initial
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flaw, the propagation of fatigue crack is likely to occur. The finding can be beneficial to the railway engineering, and

applied for the maintenance, and improvement of flash-butt welded joint.

Keywords: rail; flash-butt welding; critical initial flaw size; numerical calculation

1. Ui

nsdemdunsruiunisdrfglunisadromesalil uay
dousesaln Anuudusmessesdoniinasoaulanie
y0951930 W lnense s1esalnanansaideuseiudedsnisg
Foufinannmans Bnsdousesalnifeltluagiude
A5LBENTUIY (flash-butt welding) uaznisionoraiilu-
wesiin (aluminothermic welding) Tnensidouvuanuld
pdnnadisrtuiunisdenlnih sesalisaosgniadae
yisunsdaimt A dudalin Uam‘uaaa’malﬂﬂgqaaqgﬂ
Neistudntos enszualiiingnudsssiiusiesals
dwmaliAnauiourulmenesssaliiansogluaniuy
Aeunaenavats a1ntunasesaliieaendimiu wa
Udeslidudiauinsesidou (Lewis & Olofsson, 2009;
BS EN 14587-1: Railway applications - Track - Flash butt
welding of rails - Part 1: New R220, R260, R260Mn and
R350HT grade rails in a fixed plant, 2007) drunside
ozgilumesiin Aensideusenisnasulavy uaziduly
Fovinszminatsressns meldmnuduuuuiseuiia
MNUIINAVBIRD IO (Wheel load) AM3LdEIBAINNTTAN
(fatigue) anansaintuldfuseadouressesaln msidey
gunudsaldlunisadrmesal iesnfidnsinisiia
AN deMEaINnsaiininsidenergilumesiin
venninmsidensunuldnalumsientosninisdon
azqﬁiuma%ﬁﬂ (Lewis & Olofsson, 2009)

JagTulfinisfnuimiuduiusvessesidouain
Al euruIrueess1esalil wagdmainady 1y
Cannon et al. (2003) lﬁa’%msmmmaw‘fmﬁﬁLﬁﬂﬁ'ﬁuﬁu
51950 b7l umaning 9 Ozakeul et al. (2015) ldnaaeu
N5A%UUNITAR 4 99 (4 point bending fatigue test) fiu
sesalniifisesidonvunu uazinengnnsd (fatigue life)
vaa51950 Uy 49E1 (s19saliidimidn 49 ke/m) uay
60E1 (snasaluliifithmiin 60 ke/m) mUTsuifiouiueng

n158199951950 1ML UU 60E1 fildarnnageunisdives
European Commission (D 4.6.1. The influence of the
working procedures on the formation and shape of the
HAZ of flash butt and aluminothermic welds in rails,
2009) Beretta et al. (2005) la@nwinsiinsessnian way
N15v818MvIses1anlusiesal wuln seediian
\Antuluguuuunsidou (shearing mode 130 mode I)
LLazLﬂﬁauLﬂugﬂLmumsL% (opening mode %38 mode
) iles0851981981882819%U Desimone and Beretta
(2006) le91ae9n15veEiessaes1Ialus1esal a1n
dmdFudulunuinnuuinusesidou ﬁw%umaa‘ugﬂ
NTINTLUBNNAL SULSITALUUI9TaUTINAULT LY
WLALAULUUNTOU (LSIA9/USINA) WU ASYL18AIUBS
5885181 @OAARDINUNITVYIBAIVBITOUITNIANDIIUILIN
soudeuvossesolil Tnonsveneinvessesdndiniu
Tugduuunisideu (shearing mode n3e mode ) &
uATowandlauansiiiuin seedndraunsainen
suiludnasesdoulditeninunuady o lnensveesh
suaqﬁmﬁ%uaguiﬁw‘i']umasumﬁmﬁ WATNTENENA
fnidfiRntuusnusesdeusuIUIeITsalil 819tia
sewiuninden uay/vde Wasewiunslinu mnngud
naA1ansNITwANHNRUVEANgWLT1LdY (linear-elastic
fracture mechanics) fmiianiiusunsiodososdon-
BUITUVOIT1950 b IﬂaLﬁmmsmmaéfﬁmﬁu wazLin
AMEEEaINN1Tan Wemfidususenou anuduves
A21ULAY (stress intensity factor range #3® DK) U318
AilgendnAveulAdufIUsENoUANUTNYBIAINLAY
(threshold stress intensity factor range %38 DKin) VRReGl
5195019 (Suresh, 1998) aurAvasR1ndfivia A
N1598186270959851787 138011 VUIAINGRVOIAIUT
3udfy (critical initial flaw size) Fsluilagiudslaifianide
AfnwvwsingAvesuiiudulusesideuruinuvesis
salil Wiesuluuddnanusinavesdasaln (wheel load)
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FatusuAdeildinsinsauadingfvessividisudu
vinasesdeurunnumesyideuisinludiedumd (finite
element method %38 FEM) Tna@nuismutdusiiusiua
YDITN S?iQLfJuGTWLmﬂnﬁ%’uiuLuuﬁﬁmqnqmmawﬂ,mﬂmaa
aosabn lwuuddngsgnnigliusinavesdesaligniiass
AILNITAN 4 IANNUNINTZIU BS EN 14587 (BS EN 14587-
1: Railway applications - Track - Flash butt welding of
rails - Part 1: New R220, R260, R260Mn and R350HT
grade rails in a fixed plant, 2007) nadildarunsaldifu
wuadlunistentng uazU3ulsainIsdonsunuvees
salu

2. gunIaluazisnis

2.1 §mEUT19ATINNaNYs A0 ToNYIIUYEITI
soln

Ozakgul et al. (2015) la@nwin1sanvessesaluuuy
60E1 Firnunisifousuiusaziiunisldauuds dae
N1SNAFBUNITAMUUAR 4 90 Tun1snAaey Adua1y
Wuiunafusesali wagdnsidiuaiuidugnaiuny
Tflawindu 190 MPa waz 0.1 auddu s1esalniild
nageuiinuendu 2,000 wu. szEieTERINeng
fuvukazuiusassresaliduastivuady 240 .
uay 1,800 L. ANAGU Iﬂaiaafz‘iammuﬁagﬁ!maw
Y9951950lWiiAun319 20 Ny, 91nnTnegdeulagy
Ozakgul et al. (2015) WUiﬂi@&J%ﬂgUiNﬂ?ﬂﬁﬂﬁy 1)
Ye8fanivilisuduusnadiudaesiiusesalil
(rail foot) Fefisumimazgustsuandly

gﬂﬁ 1

\osannsnageunsdiiiemvunaingivesdinvi
Suguldinanuin wagdlanldinegs Fousumisvesini
Fu#UAINAUYBY Ozakgul et al. (2015) légniinunly
Anvruiaingivesimiiudulunudded atmuald
wmanndasaliazsesienvunuiinaauiiviinaves
%an (wafuchi, 2004) \Sugtsi weqdadaveu (€) 1 210
GPa, AMULAUATIN (sy) 10U 460 MPa way dnsiarula-
%94 (n) 1Uu 0.3

2.2 sudevisinludioaus

TuaAded sudidudugnimualidusesinuuy
A3I9nan (semi-circular crack) fidnua1vasfiuse fs
uanaly

U 1 wadnslsdannisuaiiossfouisinlud
Lo-Alud Insnuudiaesanils AsAidesiusznaunu
LWYBIAULAU (stress intensity factor range %@ pK) i
RILNUIAIS ) V09U UTRE317 (crack front) Taeld
TUsunsu Abaqus/Standard (ABAQUS User’s Manual,
2016) oK fifwrailagnimnIsuifioudu veutumen
NdefUsenauaNUTLY0IANULAY (DKy) Y0nANNED
519501 Tneruinvessesdinuuasvanadidmaly ok
Wi oKy, AevunaingvesiimiiFudu Fatumeunns
vunevuningRvewiviSudulans

gﬂﬁ 2

AUTENEUANLTLYBIAINLALAINITaATUIMLARIN
NOUHNAAIANTNITLANANRUVEANEULT LA UASANNTS
seludl (ABAQUS User’s Manual, 2016)

Tnefl K Ao ArauszneuAmuTuYeIaIIAuAld
nseivinlisesduide, £ fe wonad TunsfinuLAY
S¥UU E’ = E dalunsalanuasenssunu B = E/(1-n)
waz J fis ssnisvanUadesnduanuasoaiiosein
Asas1aRasess il e J aunsadwialaainaunis
ssioluil

] = fAtA(s)n “H-qdA (2)

Tneft dA Aefiuilednsifiogluvaen (tubular) fivane
999308417, A Feftufinanuavemasniivalsvessesin
(contour), A(s) A S¥UNUIBIRITEYS, n ABLINLABS
finaaniuiives contour, g ARNANINNNITVLIEAIVDS
50881 war H awnsaswnildanaunisd (3)

H=wl-o% (3)
ox
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lag?l W Asndanuanunseavatiandaveudadu
(linear elastic material), s ADANUAUNLANTUN contour

oua_ o oA A N %
el % Aasunusindounliveswweusousng

— Crack front

172

76.25
28.75

31.5

L 150 b=/

JUN 1 5salvluuy 60EL way swmlusiniuasasiusesali
HUNSIWoNTUINU (Ozakgul et al., 2015) (WU : 331

’ Geometries modeling and material input }.7

’ Assign crack shape and location ‘

’ Assign boundary condition ‘

’ Calculate AK along crack front ‘

Change
AK < Ay, crack front
Non-propagating size
AK = Ath crack

Propagating crack

Critical initial flaw size |

P
o

3UT 2 Jupeunsyiungrueingivesdvilisusuy

A1 K AldarnnisauangnituAuinsedy ok Ingld
aunsi (4)

AK = Kpax — Knin (a)

1087 Ko AOAN K AlARTuvusesdluvnesdisnssalu
Funseidniian wazdl Koo Aoa K fiinduuusesinlu
mmxﬁiwsa"l,w%fumizﬁqqﬁqm

ALATUNIUNNTANTAUEURUSLUURNRUAUTUIN VD
fi19ll 91191UT98U89 Kitagawa and Takahashi (1976)
wuin Wevwnvesdmidanas Auduniunsaniiudu
suidlodmifivuadnnitvunaingfvessviizudi (a,)
A1 DK Slawnsing oky 5885198758 R1N15VE 8RN
110 ViSONYAvENEF FruANLFIuNLUNSETTesT AL
mMdmnssufidsmiidnnii a, 3slndiAssiuTasiinanu
81 (fatigue limit 138 Dse) TUNIIATIAULIN A1VUIAVDS
Auillng 11T a0 A1 DK ﬁﬁmmmqmj’l DK @9N
Tseddenssn uwaviinaudemeainnisails s
YUINVBY a0 @UAUSTIUIAN (Suresh, 1998)

a, = l(AK—”')Z (5)

T \FAo,

lng F fig lenidugusng (geometry function)

91191U798U99 Maya-Johnson et al. (2015) Wu11
DK v0tndnnaisissaluiiandu 11 MPa.m'? uay
Iwafuchi
et al. (2004) Wui1 bse YoAUNANNA19TD NS AWTY 450
MPa 81 vualy F = 1 wudn au1e ao Wu 0.2 ua.
ilesansssaliliisusredudon uasiisesdniifafiuans
VOIAUTN (F 2 1) TUINT09 3o Ahlausamiuaulaain
ngufinamansnisunniinlasnss fadu sesdnguade
anaufinnudn 0.5 uy. gnivualiidusesinnBusugy
A3INaY (a) Wievhueruwnves a, 1e951950lW 60E1L
RCTL STty
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wuudraedlludledmuduansdasud 3 Tnetediud
Uinaunsesifunuuliunmingaanumden 20 nun
%aLﬁmmﬂmiﬂ%’ugﬂﬁwwmwaLmufﬁqﬂmﬂﬁ 20 Tnua (20-
node quadratic brick, reduced integration, C3D20R)
delfanunsafuinmnuduveseusesdalauiiugn
f9%u waziedudusnassesaliduwuufisefing
mum?au 10 I1um (10 node tetrahedral element,
C3010) mszildlunisdiuan uaziloulvveuln gn
AMUARINATTNAADUNITA1989 Ozakgul et al. (2015)
Tnetwuslifinsduiomn 50 seu Mnusadugud
faussaan

INNITANYINANTENUVDITIUIULDALUUA ROAG

¥ a

USENDUAULTUTDIAINNLAY WUIT maﬁwa‘ﬁlé’fg’ww
134,486, 222,631 war 431,521 wodwuud lewuadns
INUUUINADY 134,486 LoALUUA 1 BUAULUUTIaDY
431,521 LOALUUA NUIT ANULANAISYBIHARNELOEAIN
5% LiloAualngld Aenfivnesfidszuuufuanig
Intel(R) Xeon (R) CPU E5-2620 0 @ 2.00 GHz 2.00 GHz
(2 processors) wazilnuigA11uTIUan (RAM) 128GB
WU LuUSaeafitsuiuedmudidu 134,486, 222,631
way 431,521 wiwus 1danlunismuiu 8, 15 wag 30
Wi audndy feu 3adenlduuusiassiitiiediuud
F1UIY 134,486 LOAUUA

2.3 175959999URMIINGNADIYeIsesTUTT Il usiloas

esandesiftavesnismisne 60E1 wieldlumuide
3ld5asalniiansnsamlalulsemnelng s 54E1 (579
sl 54 ke/m) wvinnsveseu Tnesravsaesd]
'gﬂiwqﬁﬂﬁwﬁu 1519 54E1 AugeTosndnga 60EL
1.3 @, flats 579 54E1 JagnihmaaeunIen 4 90 Uay
fanranadoafiinduszainsnisnagey wadilegniinan
Wigulfisununaainseideudsinludiediuunveasis
54E1

57950%0 54E1 (BS EN 13674-1: Railway applications -
Track - Vignole railway rails 46 kg/ m and above, 2002)
friunsidenrununazliifidni gnnageunisda 4 9a
(4 point bending test) AUUIMIZIU BS EN 14587 (BS EN
14587-1: Railway applications - Track - Flash butt
welding of rails - Part 1: New R220, R260, R260Mn and
R350HT grade rails in a fixed plant, 2007) ﬁﬂg"dﬁ a4
NSMAABUNISAN 4 90 vidneLATesaaUNTELUUIeS
Talansedn (MTS: 244.22 with 500-kN load cell) w34nn
wuvadnfivuingagaidu 240 kN Qmﬂqﬁuazmm?gu
Fuimssgnitamsnageuidy 30£2 °Cuay 60+£5%
AUEITU AUATEARILLUIEIIVBI519YNTAAIBLNTTR
AMLASEA Aiflszering 3 . (strain gage, TML: FRA-3-
11) fifsnansvessesiden Tnesumisteunaiannuaien
(e, €8, ec, eo) BAndlUIUN 4 AuaToniifnle gninly
Wisuifleutunadnsiildannisiunadessdeuisi-
ludiodiuuduessiesalnl 5481 7ildfidwil iensiaaey
AnugnAesaMIAumessidouisinludiodud

2.4 71905E0IYUNAIINAULAEAIUATER

A15ATEINYVBIAIULAULALAIULATIAMILLUILAY
¥9951950 10 54E1 ﬁwwumﬂ%ammmLﬁa%usaﬂmqaqm
TGINEN:

gﬂﬁ 5 WUIT ATIULANUSLINAIUUUTDILNUANAS
(neutral axis) ¥sausamsaudunuausa Tngusn
WasnafiaanuAusmdy -769.21 MPa ad1uAusaly
dawanan1sueeiivessesdn Wesinaudusayilg
50831700 TuvazfirnuiAuunasusme wnuauga
(neutral axis) ¥3aUSLIUAUTE L TUANUALRY 150 MPa
AuuAwilisendndn Faiuusnaauduiady
U3nafisdilenademeainnisiinuazagesivesses
$1l¢ Gsaenadesfunginssuauidemevessnssalnd
wanslusuideves Ozakeul et al. (2015) isoad1alé
YeeFransndfiusnaiuseseln wazasneflush
1950
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AlAszdngu

anawmden 10 Tnaun

A e ma  w oy
PAIUAUSTNMINGR Q
anuwmidey 20 lsun A

branding

A
&

i

i

|

€a

JUN 4 MInageun1san 4 30 voeesalil 54E1 TiHuNTen
YUY

AUFUTUSIEUI19Ls9TinsEyTuALLAS EARY
WUALAUYDITI LLamGﬁ’agUﬁ 6 WU ANLLAREALRLA LAY
L539in329 Tnenansnuduiusidadu anuaionia
Lﬁﬂ%uu%nmﬁméﬂwaumuama (en WAY eg) UTOUTHIN

Aus14 (rail foot) TuvnigfiusnasuuuvesunuaLga (o)
38U (rail head) tinAuLASERDn waglu
USIULNUANAS (ec) TDUILINBITI (rail web) Wudn
anuaseailndaud dlotharnuiaseadilaannisiuan
meseilouislnludiefiuud Wisufisuiuanuma3enain
AMTIAAENATAANLLASEA WU dAUEEAARDITU lnY
AMILANANYBIANLIATIAGIEATIA UL A SEvinansTa
AELNTAAINNLASEA kazn1SAUIMAesEileudT i lud
wo-Auus Wy 1.15% st nsemunagessdeudslnlug
L-AUATANNYNABY UarauTalAIUINAILLAY UL
aaATendisumlanng q vusesalile

3. NAN15ILLALIITAINANITIVY

3.1 ywImingivessimiisusiu
598519A3INANTUIAAI 9 gnldlunisviunguuin
IngAvesimiizusu Tng ok gnAtuIadiyusi 9 (o) e
see§13A329NaY LLamé’f\‘igﬂﬁ 7 AUIATD9508517 AT
WNANYNIINAGIBIUIALALFUTINVBIAUT Tne Al
sos¥nisnnanilugfianiianusoveredrluungia
Fruvuvesiustesaldu r = 27 uy. fofuvuinsesdn
asenausmuniu a/rc U1nvessesd1n (crack mount)
11488 UURIATUAI19YDIAUI1 Lngduausessd (crack
front) 88l q = 0° wag 180° luvaiziisesdniinnudngagn
‘17‘1' q=90°
nA1sfisesalnfuaufudngaanfiuiiauin
FAUE9VOIRUI DK 71 g = 0° waz 180° Failvungendn
oK 71 q = 90° rﬁﬁLLamlugUﬁ 7 Tn8AULANATSIENING DK
7 q = 0° uay 180° Au DK 7 q=90° WiannTunLLIn
909598517 WoSeuflousening oK 7 q = 0° uay 180°
WUT1 0K 7 q = 0° FAunnnd1 oK 7 q = 180° 1fies 0.7
% \flosandl 0 = 0° ffuilumsvenesvessesdnides
Adfidaunds 0 = 180° vilwsesdad 0 = 0° faau-
Juussnnnin Kty ok 7 0° Fegnldlunisieuiioy
AITULSIUUBY 4 vessesiN
NNGEINaMEninIsLANENLUUEAnE AT S8y
Juinvessesdafiaunsaiinnisvenesaliainaise
LUUI9TOU AB30837ll oK Wiy AKs TnenasInnis
ATIR AR ese deudsInludledwmus wuii se
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$179u1A 2 1wy, 38 a/r, = 0.07 dwaliiiin oK uinni
AKen 71 0 = 0° Fegnunsaaguledn sesdnaunsaiinnis
Yereimla WevuningAvesiudisududu 2 uu. Geses
$12UUIAFINANNTUVEIEFINAILNUL O = 0° NEUAIWIAUS
AU 9 tilosanlusuuisdu o Gansdan oK doenin AKe,
o A a = ) v o & '
Aenuandlugun 8 Fuduguansnnnuduiussening ok
flurWINTe8313 a/rc 1 0 = 0° Uaz 0 = 90°

3.2 YUINYIUTIUNAIFTNTOUNIMTSUALINGH
119991NANLARUS IR U TS UAUINGH (critical
initial flaw) ﬁ‘uumqa LATANAININTLYLNINNATNT
Bududngd TuuSafanuduiyuingandiniuau
a’ < q’
AsINAsIUagULUasvuatduNsIUaguLUaIUIALUY

€z
AV 75%)
0.00080
0.00040
0.00020
0.00009
-0.00050
-0.00200

G; (MPa)

(Bvg 75%)
154 .65

150.00
B o000

0.00
-50.00
-150.00
-T65.21

wanain Fa3endn usamanadin (plastic zone) 81
yunvesUInunatadnidnuin eisufuruinves
Al wazuLIAveITINsal A1 DK Auvgunamansns
waninuuudangulBaidu (linear-elastic fracture
mechanics) ausaldesursanugunsivesimiluses
Fourunuressald dadu auduioudia (von Mises
stress w30 5,) MU mdEuFuAngAYLIA 2 1y, gn
Aurafiesedouislnludiodiuud wansfe Uil 9
Uhaumaadniiuingesin (g = 0° uag 180°) Svuneilvgy
91 vinunanaAniinaiudngsan (g = 90° uiiaa
wanafniiuinses$fluunn 0.31 uw. Gedvwiadnnin
AT maSuAUINgR uarIUIATRI

JUN 5 M3NsEaeved (1) ANATEALAZ (2) AVIHALAINLLIUNLYEITeIa N 54E1 THuNsWontuy Wesuwssgdn Inedwmdeydun
AafumisresninA AR
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0.0008 ————
0.0006 |
0.0004 |
0.0002 |

Normal strain in Z-direction

of E

[ ¢ 3
-0.0002F © o E
3 o o-* ]
-0.0004 [-ene-*-* 3
: €p ® experiment ]
-0.00065— — FEM E
00008+ v L1 L 1 ]
250  -200  -150  -100 -50 0

Load (kN)

FUN 6 AnuduiusseinausafinsiiuAUASEANIULLILNLYDS
319500 54E1 ANTUNSLTBNTUIY

Fatfuen oK mamguinamansnisuaninuuudangu
\aLdu (linear-elastic fracture mechanics) @1115al%
BFUIUANUTULTIVB M wazansaldiuevwIningd
yawhniBudulusesdonrunuvesdls

900

/—a
00
30_' L I R
L alr, = 0.39 ]
— 20\_’/5
g C ]
8 15¢ 3
Z 10f====== ==
o — ———
5F =

t a/r.=0.02
0'. P IR S S T RS S S S RSN S ST
180 135 90 45 0

crack front position (degree, q)
— alr;=0.02 (a=0.5mm) — a/r;=0.19 (a=5mm)
— alr¢=0.04(@a=1mm) — a/r,=0.30(a=8mm)
— alhe=007(@=2mm) — ajr,=0.39 (a=10.5mm)

JUN 7 AritdeiiUsenauAidiYeInuALIveuYedsess1IAI
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S,
(MPa)

(Avg: 75%)
Plastic zone

y
+3.800e+02
+2.850e+02
+1.900e+02
+9.500e+01
+0.000e+00
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