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{—%" Abstract

The performance of a proton exchange membrane fuel cells depends on an electrochemical
reaction on the electrode catalyst. Oxygen concentration decreases along the flow channel
due to consumption during reaction. Gradient loading of catalyst along the decreased oxygen
concentration is proposed in this work. This method can enhance the cell performance and
save the catalyst consumption. This research aims to develop a mathematical model to predict
the performance of a fuel cell. A polarization curve is used to show the cell performance. The

results show that a fuel cell with a descending gradient catalyst loading provides better cell
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performance than that with a uniform loading. The gradient catalyst loading can give 45%

catalyst consumption saving. The model results agree well with the experimental data.

(’} Keywords: ) Proton exchange membrane fuel cell; Serpentine flow field; Platinum distribution
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(Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel cell) iutsag
dowawianiledlssuanuaula wesannlian
WULUUANAS (Power density) figs lwadfiiniin
wazUSinasishnindeieuiusad Somaawuuiy
WwadionanNwIUkanUasullsnouay
ufinamglien Uszana 80 serusaiBus
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AR Aonaenulnih ih uazenusou nasnui
waadamawanlfidundsnuszein laivildiae
uafiwsindewindey binaliAniseiveulnoonlss
fnpasununpuanlod WipaymavosTuR
Aaruedessuddunuaneluils o mamasda

waddamaunuiusuLaniasulysneu
tsznaude $alnih 2 47 Fetauslunuazdnualng
wHUBPIN9lna (Flow field) FURNI A
(Gas diffusion layer, GDL) Fusiseufzenlog
uwnafitiuazisanosy Uifsenadlumadifinfity
fsaiiten fudufuiidenadesusrausnsad
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ashifAaUAA IS wad o mduno Ty
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waunafivusi e Aoudegeuaziianin (3] Weld
Ifsussauzsarad daimasigs Fedudasld
wnafidlugSinasnnlusuualne ielddnm
MR AaNnige Belduinaunadivy
annfmanFealFanegeiiu manAsldsna
uwnandallitosasudanssausvesad omaalsl
anasdaudsiivhfnm
M3ARBUMILUANRYILWIINILSY (Membrane)
Tneldudnazindauiseiiseifianwazns
nszaufvesiLseUATuUashauaThiiu
(Uniform loading) wsitiipsainanuiduduresans
fimseansastesnienudaduiimadniiiasann
magnls wlumsviugAzen el sedunsin
fseiisenunaitufldmsazdpyasnudficnma
Msmaresing duRonsindeuiisawiiseuu
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SeUffFTiuananeiu feghady uATeYes
Zhang wazAme [4] levinnanassuwasiie
wasgasslnafisn Afimsndauiiisafizen
dnwaznsnszansfuuulassiu fisnuualneain
Ysunadeyllinn auanueivesemnelna
WBU3UU3MINITAFTDIANURNKIUN T2 U
HAMINAABNNUINMIAADUR AT uULE
seavandagllunn aunsaanandwdsiuues
ANNNNWUUATZUELS WAAUALN LB
TW#n (Power density) avamasilaifisuiuns
asuuUUashLaeTuA dau Roshandel waz
Ahmadi [5] T [ uuusnapednsdusi Az
Pouiadidonasiifinnnsratudisefazen
wansieiu Tagutedudiselfizeniu 2 usom
Fovsnuldrowelna (Channel) wazu3iad
1§du (Land) vosgownelna mMTIdTesueau
TasmsnapufsaUAseUsnasnnldgms
Tna esannfianuidudurpseandlauinnuay
wasuUSunasLssiisentes Tuusnalday
wneiianududueewenBilautny Uiy
AU Ebrahimi WagAe [6] Na09n1IARDUAILIN
UFATen USinasnniinednuasdasiinisesn
oiwNea NanSFNENUTEaE ED Gl
ausTausinNNTy deflsufunsiadaudaise
UFAzeupusshauaraiui

Wawdee [7] l§vinnmamaasaieniuang
WAIUNANTIOUZIDUTAATawmEs AiTnsAGay
fseiisenuuunnTy AfldnwazaInizany
fauuulaseay wddedssldvinswssudisy
AUTTOUTVRNBAS T OWNES TIINNSIARDUFLSS

Uifseuuulasziuiusaa i Bonasiiinsnioy
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wouasaNeTiud Tefifiusinaunaituwnay
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WiNAULAL A aNNUNANITUA (Active surface area)
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5 cm? NaNTIBNUTEaAED AT Eay
Ysunauunafitiuulaseiuannanniddeenuns
Tnavesinsoandiay ausIausosaditainas
Wintu namsIReuaasI e deaudeAATen
wwulaseiuduuuimeiazanansaysendaysana
wnafsale
AIRAMIANIIAABUFALTNAeNTITIANg
AszANeMILUUlATEAU dauinnazyinnInAaeeiy
s oA RuAfuTuRauaEn ieldlw
nldanglumsvhmanaassgannauiiuly mevh
AINAADY AN TAAUIENTTOUL D
waademasdirldanegaazaudomingins
LU ADNSAIAFNERNS (Mathematical
model) A4 L‘fluLﬂ%mﬁaé’wﬁ’qﬂumﬁﬁﬂmamiauz
MIvuTeEadEanEs e nuuudans
ANAFEARTANNNTADSUBUTIAZNNTAIAN 9 sty
meluradidamasuazaanIanuNgsaNTIIu e
wasdamasluannzing q 16 idnazdunsvens
PWNADARTDINES ANBAITNNINITABUSINFLSS
wwusine q laglddpaduldansuasiianrins
npaesnn AT ISuuuhaseadinmans
AN IINUTDSTaE BDINENIUTURaN W aBY
TWsnauiifinslduiinaiissiizeniunnseiu
U Zhang azAMe [4], Roshandel way Ahmadi
[5], Ebrahimi azmsus [6] thay Havaej azmsus [8]
AT E I§in s wUDS a0 9N
ATINANEATIDNEAR TN LT LA AY
Thsmpu AfRuATTUE 5 cm? wasiidasmelwa

WUULAREYA (Serpentine flow field) lnefinswpany
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Panauisesiizen wwulaszdvanunlydes
napad WoihmanelunmsasmsldyFinaumiss
UAATe wenaniifinmsw3suifisunanisanans
AUnAANMINAGDY LDNARBLANNYNADITDS

LUUANADY
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2.1 BUUANADILBAA LT D LNAILUULUTULAN
wWasuldsnou
AMvinAtedsiunstald lsuwasy

COMSOL Multiphysics Tuasadnauas sy

falalasiau

aasas o maLUTUsanasulUsnau
WUUSNane 3 Tf veusasdomasiaseiy
UsznaueiuuiTy gruUszausetusiswiAzen
(Catalyst layer) Faifuduwalnawaziolun
fnoanlUssnudiuduunsing (Gas diffusion
layer, GDL) kazgavnetsznumag uiugasnislng
(Flow field) Fafugasmsmanuuiaosvn Toad
falalasiaudlaudnnmesmuuelun wazanmedn
MauLANg aekansluani 1

AULALNA

YUBNT NG

o
U

bUAULUTU

ANULD LA

AT 1 LUUSamad AU TUwan AUl SRy

2.1.1 wUURNARINNNAAAFAERAS

wad i massUUwanasulsneu
fimstlaulslasiaudmetesmslnasmuuslunuas
aanBaudnmedeamnsmaguuang Suunsins

finthiisnsloufnelddetusisesiizen fadudy

MAnUfATeuATlNdNTY suuslunifinyfAze

panBiatu (Oxidation reaction) vaslglasiau
wanele lsnauuazdiannsau lsnauazunsanu
wssulUSenuuanaLasBianATauIeLNAT
Tnfinmsuanifieldeiuualng Wslusnauuay
ALannTaUTINFAUREATIRUTITULAINA Azifn

o o

Ugnsen3andu (Reduction reaction) Faldnanaumi

weuTaIN19bra

Fususalnsen
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vosUfisedunszualiin dn wazanuiou

>
L=

TnuUfAzeniiaduuansaunisle sl
wolum : H,—2H"+2¢e° (1)

1
WAl : ;oz+2H*+2e’—>H2o 2

aun15nlg lunsAuiLuudNang
wasomauusukanwasulsnouldun
AUNTANIAANIA NMNINALULIUGY LazNNIRaL329
wuusaesasiomas 3 IR fldAnwluawised
sundgwlisasvihanlusanizaei (Steady state)
aunnfingdi (Isothermal) wazanstannsianiely
Lmaél,ﬁuﬁwsluqmmﬁ (Ideal gases) wazdinanea

L& (Single phase)
2pennelna

astnaveeinzlugeenelnaidunisina
WUUSIUSeY (Laminar flow) wazdudmlale
(Incompressible flow) Fpannebnasiuu3ud
FalifugAzeednindntu Aaluzewmnalna
azfing@nssuiduluauaunisainusaiiias
(Continuity equation) %ﬁ@%mﬂmiaq%’ﬂﬁma
(Mass conservation) Wazaln1suLI8s-alans
(Navier-Stokes equation) W 1un1358501Y
msenglouluausiy

AUNTANUADLEDY
V-(pu)=0 (3)
auMTUNIYS-aland
2
plu-Nu="r- [—p + (u(Vu + (vu)T) — §u[l7 . u])] (4)

Tas p fiB AR wHuRITNaN (kg/m®), u fip

AMULEIVRNANG (m/s), p AD ANGU (Pa) LA

<

AlUSuUruAdISOURASeuUlds: AU @
TG0 ANUNTALAUNTN (Dynamic viscosity, kg/m-s)

aun1snanIaesansUsznaulugeenie
Tna aunsaedunelaeaumsuundiias-awmniu
(Maxwell-Stefan equation) #9aun157 (5) @<
Usznausy maenalausnamensuns (Diffusion)
a3 (Convection) Tngfiansandiesnafifng
waNiiniluazawesaunsh (5) Usuaniens
wnsuazA I lugeeslnanuaiy Waulvvey
g lunsufaunstazuandluidadaly

AUNTWUNTLIRA-FLANY
%
| —pw; Z Dy (ij + (% — w)) ?p) + puw; [ = 0(5)
7

Tae D, fp é’uﬂﬁzﬁméﬂW§LLwimaﬁﬁjaﬁﬁ (Binary
diffusion coefficient, m*/s) V&N i UaT j , w,
Ao dndulauinatesans i way a; Ao AnadY

Toeluaveeans i

v
s

FURNIIB AT TUAILIILFATEN

aaa

\ipsanfuunsfnsuazsusaLseiazen

'
ai

Wushnaneiifigngu aumsunides-aland Fauasy
Wuaun1sU3eAwNY (Brinkman equation) i
MInszaBnIANSIszINalaungueInNSE
(Darcy’s law)

AUNSANUADIDY

V-(pu)=0Q (6)
AUNTUITIALNY

B((u 7 E) =V [_p + (E (Vu + (Vu)T)>
€ £ €
—2—‘1:(|7-u)] —<E+ Q”)u (7)

k&2
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oy € Ao AeNuNqY, k An ANANNIDIAT
Funu (m?) way Q Ap unasula (Mass source,
kg/m®s) \usnafildunandfaseaiilnindisu

@

LAY waneaNnIeell

Q= ZZRi,mMi (8)

Ine M, Ao w3alatana (kg/mol) waz R, fig 031

maiaUiiseedindy dusaldasaunisl

vimim
R, =— 9
im = (9)

S =

oy v, fs dudsz@nduIunmansduius

o @ 1

(Stoichiometric coefficient) sguaniseu

il m A Ufisen
fuusluandoualng, =, Ao SwIuBlanaseudl
aelouludfifsen m, F fe mrsiivasning
(C/mol) wag i, Ao ANNRUILUUASELE (Current
density, A/m?)

Fuunsfsuazfusssfizenidusnand
i3 A1NNINANIATENENIUITTABUANNINEELNY
Tngaumsuangas-annu Aenduysansmauns
fosutle Tnaldnsudlovosuganun (Bruggeman's
correction) [9] Fauansluauns (10)

AUNTWUATLIRA-ELANU:
v
: —pwiZijff (ij + (xj - wj)?p> + puw;| = R; (10)
J

ANTHA WANFUYTLANSANTUNTFIENNTHA [DUDS

UFAUNY

eff _
Dij —83/2Dij (11)

[CER T AduUsEANEnSUNsUsENSHa
(Effective diffusion coefficient, m?/s)

S msumstelausnavesasysznaunany
BHALUTRATUINIINTD WaNSaTIAIRAURATEN

azdladugue
msenglaunszua (Current transport)

a1N139aUszq (Charge balance) wainsly
auns (12) adnsaldedunensanslounssug
Tusagenhlinlg FolusadiBamaamuinsy
waniasulusneu fnnsanslounssua 2 iin fa
nIzuadannIaling (Electronic current,ig) 16N
anmsnelaudlanasaurudidnnsanaznssua
Topafin (lonic current, i) ldsnannmsaglou
ypalusnaurudianinslas [10]

aunInalaLy
V-(ig+i)=0 (12)

vngaasleinantszand iaunis (12) azle

nizudlenadn :

Veip ==V (V) =S, (13)
nszuadannsoling

Vi, = V- (0,V¢s) = S, (14)

Tow 4, uaz i, Ao ANURUILLLNIZLE (Current
density, A/m?) dydnwal [ fio Blanlnslad waz
fwénwal s A Bldnlnsm, o Ap AATHINTN
(S/m), @ e Mgl (V) uaz S Ao unasnszua

(Current source, A/m®)
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FusisaAzedusianinseiiisngu sadu
A3t (Conductivities, o) faaud loliidu
ATy EnSna (Effective conductivities,
o7 ) Tagldmsudlavesngauuu (9] dail

0¥l = ae’? (15)

0, = gye3/? (16)

Tow o T fp amsthlninyszandna (Effective
conductivities, S/m )

WARSNT LA IUANNNT (13) waz (14) Hinan

UiAzeadilni i dulusuiisefizonludu

wAMALAZLDIUA [11] A9ENATT

$ = Z Asm " Im (17)
m
Ss = _Z Asm * Im (18)
m

lay i, AD ANURLIMLUNIZHE (A/m?) §1803D
mnldannaumataass-laawas (Butler-Volmer
equation) sazuansluidadall ag,, Ao Wuil

Rydinz09iL Uiz (m*/m®) veeufizen

m [12] ansasualeann

As,mmPt,m

=—— (19)

aS m l
cm

dlo A Ao Nufiinvesinseiizendemiaves
Y | aana 2 = = £ 1 aona

fLeUfN3EN (m™/g), My, FD Y3unaumeeuf)isen
Aandiui (g/m?) waz I, Ao anununvesty

ana

faL3efAZeN (m)
aauAandUaelfjizen (Reaction kinetics)

maieUfiiseedilninvessasidonas

waysuuanazullsneu Heduiituiisefizen

O

fInsiRlasuANNRU kLN ke kazaSU [F tae

AlUSuUruAdISOURASeuUlds: AU

aunstnans-lalues (Butler-Volmer equation)
) ) a a
im = lom" [exp (R_;l" Fn) —exp (— R—;,Fn)](ZO)

g i fip AamUNuunIzIauanIAYY (Exchange
current density, A/m?), a, fie duszanSualudn
(Anodic transfer coefficient), a, A fulszandualnin
(Cathodic transfer coefficient), R fin ANAT
299N (J/mol K), T #i auniiad (K) uas 1 fig
Fnel T Audusiug (Activation overpotential, V)
suusluaiaUfizensannlasfidng i
Aurududdoy daduaunistnass-lawes
Fenudasduaunistnians-laawasiBaidu
(linearized Butler-Volmer equation) A9u&ang
Tuauns (21) TuwneiivfAzenduualnadu
Andulgdsudnd IniAufuudge dadu
Uiz uelupniuaumatnaes-lawes fegnasls
uazaumIaauAaRigTiheTuduaumamla
(Tafel equation) [13] FawaASlUENNT (22)

; _ CH2 05 (aa + a,
HOR 0,a CHZ’_ref RT

(G
lorr = ~loc I
Oz,ref

Fn) (21)

) exp (— g—;Fn) (22)

108 iy WA igp, AD ANMUWULLUNIZUA (Current
density, A/m?) daudydnwal HOR Ao UfA5en
20NBLATUVDILTLATHAY (Hydrogen oxidation
reaction) TutuissiBensunalunuazdydnual
ORR 7 Ujisen3sndurssaandiay (Oxygen
reduction reaction) Tuus wagizensnu wANG,

Cy, D AMNTNTUDelalaTan (mol/m®),
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C,, An AnuduTureeandiau (mol/m®), Cy

2 2,ref

uas G, o ansduduzedalasiaunazeandiau
finnzs19de (Reference condition, mol/m®)

fnel A AU usTue (1) AomsgeyLiadng

T muzndenunszfupaneanu (Activation

barrier) vz adl i fiAnTuisiuualng

wazwalun a5uNslassENANT

n= ¢s— ¢, — Eeq (23)

law E,, fin dnglnihauna (v) dmuslsidnglnih
sunavosUfizednuueluadiAwinAD AU ez
AndlnihaugavestfAsersuwalng a1u1sa
Auralganaunsveluan (Nernst equation)

ANENNNT

AS RT  Ppu,py?
E,, = E — (T —298.15) + —In—=-22(24)
eq 0,eq +TlF( ) +TLF n pHZO

0 E, ,, An fndlihaunaiiannzanassu (V),

0,eq

$ o oulnsll (/molK), Pu,o Pu,uaz Po, fip
AnNdugovastn lalasaunazoanay (Pa)
ANNAAL

2.1.2 Roulavey (Boundary condition)

1) vauldaduloa (No slip boundary)
fintfapsgoamslna (u = 0)

2) Ausunadugugiinieen (p = 0)

3) fimadnaesownslnazasinuuang
wazualun @, = O,

4) pnansrdninualnduReuly
VOUVBIEUNTUNILS-aoNd u = u,,,

5) uwplusdidninseiondudidnv3aAnsme
(Electric ground, @ = 0) Tupauzfidng lndin
YawAnadLannsadadndudng lWinwad (Cell

voltage, @ = Vcell)

WU ADNDaA D INAT 19 TueuA el

> '
i

ANuAUTUA (Active surface area) 5x10% m?
wruzeeelnasduuuULEes R (Serpentine
flow field) wansdaAnd 1 Tnefianunitewes
Fpamsluna 0.80 mm ANNEN 1.00 mm MRS
NNLIVIAEATD UL ADTAS LT DINES LT
wanwasulusnau uanslumaed 1 aannzly
MIaDY wans U597 2 drunfiwesnldly
mMIsapaadTaaRNLTULan AsulUneu
waRSlUAN 19T 3

715797 1 1193TL905MTAEINTDIMUUAABY

waa D NEILUSUkanAs Ul snau

N15ND35 A1
Nuiifutusvonsad (m?) 0.0224x0.0224
ANEnvestaslya (mm) 1.00
ANATBsRsiva (mm) 0.80
ALY ITULIS AN (mm) 0.40
AT sUFRSen (m) | 5.0 x 10°
AUNUIVBIUNLUTY (Mmm) 0.05

#15797 2 annazlumsanans

dnnnzlun1sinass A
dnsnsivanukelun, m*/s 3.38x10°
gn3IN5LafuLALNg, m>/s 1.07x10”
AUGLY, atm 1
gaumaiiad, °C 80
qmmﬁmm%uﬁwﬂau, °C 80
dndrulavanalalasiauaidn, WHy i 0.1122
dndrulnguiaenTauy I, W0, 0.1504
dndulneinathudn (walna),

0.3544

(UHZ O,in
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N3N0 5VRINT5I1a89 fin
ANUNTUVDITUUNITNY, Egpy 0.88
ANUNTUVBITUANS AT, ¢, 0.4
AN AT LULUTY, Opem, S/M 10.2
ANSUNNN 190 9T URNI A%, ogpy,

400
S/m
ANUAIHNTALUNNTTUN UV DITULNS AN .
, 3.74x10°
, kgpr,m
AUAINITOIUNITTUR UV DIY URA LTS .
L , 7.48%10°
unnen, kep, m
AMNBUILLUNSELELaniUasuLeluAn, ;
] 5 1x10
lo,a /M
AMUNUILLUNTELALanIUAsuLAINGN,
1
iO,C’ A/m2
fuUszavoualnan, a, 0.5
fuUszavsualunn, a, 0.5
WUNRIVDIANIIUHATERUIRVRIAINIY
60
UfAsen, Ag, m’/g
AN UTRalElnS NN D194
5 40.87
(1 ussennd, 25 °0), CHz,ref’ mol/m
ANV UYBIDBNTLIUNN1ILD19D
.| ao087
(1 ussennea, 25°0), Coz,ref’ mol/m
Anunialaundinvesinenunelun, ug, .
1.14x10
ke/m-s
Anunialaundinvesingaunalng, u,, .
1.54%x10
ke/m:-s
FuUseAninisunsvesaniolulngiau
U -5
) , 3.89x10
wagl, Dy, _p,0. M/s

a
o

o

AlUSuUruAdISOURASeuUlds: AU

WI51AMNBIVBINTINADY fin
Fuuszansniswwsvesaniglulasiau
U -5
y , 3.89x10
wag, Dy, _p,0. M7/s
dulsz@vdnisunsvesainveandlauuas .
. , 3.72x10
U, DOZ_HZO’ m</s
AUUILANDNTLNTVRIAN WD BNTLIULAY
U -5
5 2.79x10
llasiay, Do, _,, m’/s
duUseandnisunsvesaniwlalasiau
w v
. , 1.90x10
wagln, Dy, —p,0, M7/s
Andluihaunananniennnsgiv, Egeq,
1.23
V

2.2 M3ANNFUULUANINGZANEAI VDY
USunadaselizen

\WaanU3numalfisaiisonunaiy
Taufnmanssauzvassadidomashilianas

FaldpnuuunsnszaeivesSnamise it

£
P~

woulasesy (Gradient loading) wazluaudds
Tohaswisuifisususiaazvessad Soinadii
madeuiissfiziuun sy wadi T mas
AfianwazaIndouis iz uouainigue
fiufl (Uniform loading) mMy3sasdiunisiag
T3U3anaunaiduiiuansneiuludiininandu
walne iasnnufAzenduualnauiudurinue
samaiaUfisenwaslduSunaissiasen
wuuashaneriuiiludlaninsadiuualun
mMarfsuissUiAseuuulasziuazusiadu
3 lau fe lourdn lsunaswazlsupisenmy
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(m3>/m?)

AL uadlalasiay (mol/m?)
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91989 (mol/m?)
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91989 (mol/m?)

AUUTEANTNITUNS (M%/s)
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a
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(Effective diffusion coefficient,
m?/s)
dndlyinaumaianizanasg (V)
Andluiihauna (V)
AAsTivNT e (96,487 C/mol)

AVIUAUIBUUNTEWE (A/m?)
AUUILLUNSELEALANLUABY

(A/m?)
ANNTUILLUNSELEleRln
(A/m?)
ANMUVUNLUUNSELEDIaNNTa TN
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ANNENNITOIUNSTUNIY (M?)
TR URRTeN (m)
wialuana (kg/mol)
Uanuiideujitedemieiiud
(g/m?)

=
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ANNAU (Pa)

Ausugoseth (Pa)
ANURugpsvadlalasiau (Pa)
ANNAUEDYUDIDDNTLAU (Pa)
WiasnIa (Mass source kg/m?s)
AAsTivesie (8.314 J/mol-K)
ulnst J/mol-K)

gaunniiad (K)

A5V (M/s)
dadulaglua

dadrulneua
AMURULUUVBIN DG (ke/m?)
Aunialauiiin (kg/m-s)
ANANUNTY
SuUssansUSnaEnsduwuS
AASELAN (S/m)
As UL aNSHa
(Effective conductivities, S/m )

fneluldn (v)

s
=

duuszansuoludn

(Anodic transfer coefficient)
FulszAvualnan

(Cathodic transfer coefficient)
AnglniiAunuiug

(activation overpotential, V)
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(Hydrogen oxidation reaction)
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(Oxygen reduction reaction)
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