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Bribing Police Officers: A Social Learning Explanation
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Abstract
Social learning theory (SLT) and social

structure and social learning (SSSL) model were

applied to explain police bribing in the sample
found in Bangkok. This research found out that,
social learning variables comprising neutralizing
definitions, imitation via newspaper article, and
police’s reaction when bribed significantly influenced
police bribing. Social structural variables including
density of work vicinity and people in work vicinity’s
prejudice against police also significantly influenced
police bribing. However, when all variables were
entered simultaneously, all social learning variables
jointly mediated the influence of the two social

structural variables over police bribing.

Keywords: Bribing, Social Learning, Social Structure

and Social Learning Model
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