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ABSTRACT

To compete with other nations on a global scale, our nation needs to rely heavily on high
technology in both hardware and software. In technology development, research plays a vital
role and has an efficiency to innovate and create knowledge. However, developing countries
like Thailand are having a significant problem in applying research-based knowledge to their
industrial sector because of difficulties in the industry-to-labor transfer of technology. A critical
area of concern for Thailand regarding this problem is the level of investment by Multi-National
Corporations (MNCs). Therefore, the feasibility for Multinational Co-operations established
research center in Thailand should have the CEO’s of MNCs opinions about Thai government
support to provide and serve their needs as well as in many countries such as Singapore,
India, and China. Moreover, this research needs to gather and analyze all secondary
macroeconomic data of factors associated with investment in research and development. To
analyze the data described above, six main factors affecting MNCs investments in research
and development in Thailand are compared with six countries by concerning in human
resources, location and area, social and political stability, research and development,
investment confidence and domestic demand. This research finds that MNCs confidence in
investing in research and development in Thailand is promoted by 2 factors, which are location
and space utilization factor, foreign investment confidence factor and domestic demand factor.
The results from this research suggest that the Thai Government should launch acts or
regulations to promote incentives to establish the research and development centers by MNCs.
The main idea would be “These acts has to be set as the highest priority, which dominate any
related acts or regulations, which are associated with operations of foreign companies, that
contradict or divert from these acts”. However, with the above recommendation it is also
necessary to allocate a budget to study the details of the potential ability to compete in
business-oriented, specifically in main promoted industries.

KEYWORDS: Research and Development Center, Multi-national Corporations
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