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Abstract

This study intends to investigate and accumulate any spoken languages, including different ethnic dialects,
in the upper area of Ing River basin in Phayao province and to create a linguistic map using geographic information
system (GIS). This qualitative study was conducted through interviews and questionnaires to collect data, and descriptive
statistics were used to discuss the result of the study. The findings show that there are three types of language
communities present in the area:

1) Single-language community: there are 16 villages falling into this category, and the language spoken is Kam
Muang (northern dialects).

2) Two-language community: there are 7 villages where the languages spoken are Kam Muang and
Isan languages.

3) Three-language community: there are 5 villages where three languages, Kam Muang, Isan, and Central
Thai, are spoken.

Further findings also reveal that there are a total of five ethnic groups residing in the upper Ing River basin
area. The majority found are Thai Yuan, the local people in the area as well as those residing in the northern part
of Thailand, and followed by Thai Isan, Thai Central, Lua, and Lao Wiang groups in descending order. The latter groups
are the people who have relocated from other regions through familial relationships such as becoming in-laws of

ones of the villages’ members.

Keywords: Linguistic Maps, Ethnic Group, Upper Area of Ing River Basin
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