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ABSTRACT Article information:
In this work, an automatic robotic manipulator control based on visual
information for object tracking is presented. The tracking process employs
Recurrent Neural Network and Kalman �lter techniques to predict the lo-
cation of the target object which is used to calculate the movement of the
robot. A manipulator control process was developed to provide consistent
motion and reduce vibration. We also propose an object analysis based
on an image processing technique for object size determination. We im-
plemented the proposed system with an actual robotic manipulator with
a gripper for experiments. The experiments have shown that object size
estimation method results in the maximum accuracy at 98.87%. The pro-
posed object tracking and manipulator control process achieved vibration
reduction 3.05 times compared to the simple control method and reduced
the time of end-e�ector reaching the target object by 1.29 sec.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Robotic manipulators are becoming a major com-
ponent in a broad range of applications such as indus-
trial manufacturing, medical, and home use [2]. One
of the major purposes of robotic manipulators is to
pick up an object by using a gripping tool as an end-
e�ector and move the object from one location to an-
other which is a complicated process due to the mul-
tiple dimensions to be controlled consistently and the
number of movement joints of the robot. This task
poses the di�culty to an operator in case of manual
or semi-auto control operations while automatic con-
trol can be implemented conventionally using closed
loop position control of manipulator [1] with stability
improvement whereas visual information can be used
to guide the movement of manipulator without the
knowledge of manipulator joint position [2,9]. The
closed-loop control approach was presented in [3-4]
with image-based visual servo control. To realize the
visual based manipulator control, the object identi�-
cation and tracking process are important. CNN was
employed for object detection [11] whereas RNN ex-
hibits superior performance for object tracking [12].

In this work we present an automatic robotic ma-
nipulator controller method based on a computer vi-
sion technique with Recurrent Neural Network based

object detection and tracking. The proposed tracking
process consists of an image tracking task and a ma-
nipulator joint control task. The proposed method
has been implemented in an actual robotic manipula-
tor with a 3D-camera installed at the end-e�ector of
the robot. A Recurrent Neural Network based object
tracking technique was employed for tracking process.
In addition, a Kalman �lter is used to enhance the
image tracking process. We also present the manipu-
lator control process that uses the information from
the tracking process to adjust the movement speed
to help reduce the vibration and provide consistent
motions. Using the proposed method, the vibration
was suppressed 3.05 times compared to simple control
method. The Kalman �lter reduced the time of end-
e�ector reaching the target object by 1.29 sec in the
experimental cases. Moreover, we present an object
analysis method based on image processing technique
to estimate the size of the object. The experiments
show that our object size estimation method results
in the highest accuracy at 98.87% and the tacking
process can e�ectively keep the target object in the
gripping position.
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2. VISUAL FEEDBACK MANIPULATOR

CONTROL

The aim of this work is to develop a closed-loop
robotic manipulator control system based solely on
visual information. We focus on robotic manipulators
without position sensors. A camera is mounted on the
robot as shown in Figure 1 . It provides visual infor-
mation comprised of a 2D frame from CMOS sensor
and a depth frame from Time-of-Flight (ToF) sensor.
The main process is to keep the target object image
in the center of the camera frame which is the posi-
tion of the end-e�ector of the robotic manipulator by
moving its joints and moving the end e�ector to the
target object afterward to perform a gripping task.

Fig.1: Robotic manipulator and camera setup.

The target image information, such as the crop-
ping box location on the camera frame, is given to the
manipulator position control process as a set point.
Thus, the controller commands all of its joints based
on the deviation of target image information from
the center of the camera frame. Figure 2 illustrates
the overall structure of the proposed visual feedback
robotic manipulator control system.

Fig.2: Structure of the proposed.

2.1 Object Tracking by Recurrent Neural

Network

The vital information of the proposed control pro-
cess is the location of the target object in the cam-
era frame. An object tracking technique based on a
Neural network [5-8] is used to provide the coordina-
tion with the target object also keep tracking accurate
when the object moves. We employ Recurrent Neu-

ral Network (RNN) due to its lower computational
complexity compared to CNN [13-14].

RNN performs its update process with a sequential
scheme [11-12] as shown in Figure 3 , providing the
ability to cope with �uctuating information which is
common in images with moving objects as well as the
camera position.

Fig.3: General Recurrent Neural Network.

There are multiple layers constructed in a Recur-
rent Neural Network prediction procedure as illus-
trated in Figure 4 . The Region of Interest (ROI)
is used to specify the area of the target object im-
age in the camera frame as raw input information
for the prediction process. The convolutional layers
perform feature extraction tasks to obtain meaning-
ful information from the raw input [10]. The motion
behavior and characteristics are learned and will be
used to predict upcoming motions. At the regres-
sion layer, the prediction results from the recurrent
layer are interpreted to �nd the object in the camera
frame. However, RNN tracking performance with un-
certainty tends to miss the target and cannot recover
due to its sequential update mechanism. Therefore,
we employ a Kalman Filter as additional processing
to tackle the issue.

Fig.4: Recurrent Neural Network for object track-
ing.

2.2 Improved Tracking by Kalman Filter

A Kalman Filter is a mathematical algorithm for
state estimation based on a linear �ltering prediction
model [19]. Kalman Filter is one of the most com-
mon approaches for estimating linear states that are
assumed to have a Gaussian distribution [15, 17].

A state x at k can be estimated by the true state
model described in eq.1 [16, 18, 20-21] learned from
previous state characteristic k − 1 :

xk = Axk−1 +Buk−1 + wk−1 (1)

zk = Hxk + vk (2)
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where:
A is the state transition of the prior state k−1 to the
current state k
B is control-input model, matrix applied to the op-
tional control input uk−1

H is transformation matrix that transforms the state
into the measurement domain wk and vk are Zero-
mean Gaussian white noise.

State transition A and control-input model B can
be determined using Kinematic equations. The re-
lation between the position x and velocity ẋ can be
written as follows:

Position : xk = xk−1+ẋk−1∆t+
1

2
ẍk−1(∆t)2 (3)

Velocity : ẋk = ẋk−1 + ẍk−1∆t (4)

where: ẍ is the acceleration.

From Equations (3) and (4), a state vector model can
be derived as:

xk =

[
xk
ẋk

]
=

[
xk−1 + ẋk−1∆t+ 1

2ẍk−1
∆t2

ẋk−1 + ẍk−1∆t

]
(5)

Equation (5) can be written in matrix multiplication
form as follows:

xk =

[
xk
ẋk

]
=

[
1 ∆t
0 1

] [
xk−1

ẋk−1

]
+

[
1
2 (∆t)2

∆t

]
ẍk−1 (6)

Since our application is in 2-dimensional plane, we
reformulate (6) by applying a new vector xk.

xk =


xk
yk
ẋk
ẏk

 =


1 0 ∆t 0
0 1 0 ∆t
0 0 1 0
0 0 0 1



xk−1

yk−1

ẋk−1

ẏk−1

+


1
2 (∆t)2 0

0 1
2 (∆t)2

∆t 0
0 ∆t

[ ẍk−1

ÿk−1

]
(7)

We can simplify (7) as:

xk =


1 0 ∆t 0
0 1 0 ∆t
0 0 1 0
0 0 0 1

xk−1 +


1
2 (∆t)2 0

0 1
2 (∆t)2

∆t 0
0 ∆t

 ak−1 (8)

From (8) and (1), we can conclude the state transition
matrix A is as mentioned in (9) and the control-input
matrix B is as mentioned in (10).

A =


1 0 ∆t 0
0 1 0 ∆t
0 0 1 0
0 0 0 1

 (9)

B =


1
2 (∆t)2 0

0 1
2 (∆t)2

∆t 0
0 ∆t

 (10)

Thus, the measurement model is ful�lled as:

zk = H


xk
yk
ẋk
ẏk

+ vk, (11)

And the transformation matrix H is

[
1 0 0 0
0 1 0 0

]
The object tracking process starts with steady ob-

ject tracking assuming no movement after the main
ROI is given by the user.

After the main ROI is tracked by the RNN, the
Kalman tracking process performs simultaneously,
outputting a Prediction ROI for every frame. The
prediction ROI tends to be smaller than the main
ROI (typically 5 - 10%) which reduces unwanted area
as illustrated in Figure 5 . The coordinates are dif-
ferent: x_new and y_new are given to the main ROI
tracking process to improve tracking performance.

Fig.5: ROI from RNN tracking and Kalman �lter.

where:
(x, y) is coordinate of Main tracking ROI
(px, py) is coordinate of Prediction ROI

x_new = |x � px|
y_new = |y � py|

Figure 6 illustrates an example of the moving ob-
ject tracking results of Main tracking ROI from RNN
and Prediction ROI from Kalman �lter showing the
consistency of predicted ROI to the actual object tra-
jectory.
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Fig.6: Prediction ROI 3 frame/times.

2.3 Manipulator Control Process

The main aim of this work is to control the manip-
ulator to approach a target object to act, for example
grasping, loading or unloading tools. Thus, the ma-
nipulator is attached to the camera where the center
of the image frame is set to align with the end e�ector
tip. In this case, the tip is the manipulator gripper.
The manipulator is controlled by a process to keep
the center of the ROI box from the image tracking
process at the center of the image frame. As the ROI
box is in the 2-dimensional plane, two parameters,
the distance between the center of the ROI box and
the center of the image frame in x and y-axis as shown
in Figure 7 , are tracked by the manipulator control
process.

Fig.7: Axial movement characteristics (x, y).

The �rst step of the control process is to deter-
mine the greater and smaller distance values used to
regulate the manipulator joint movement speed. The
joint speed regulation procedure is illustrated in Fig-

ure 8 . The axis with greater distance is assigned
with the maximum movement speed (1.0 pu of rated
speed). The other axis is moved with the speed scaled
by the distance ratio of both axes. The speed of both
axes are then updated every new frame as the result
the speeds are decreased while the end e�ecter ap-
proaches the object.

Fig.8: Manipulator control process procedure.

Figure 9 illustrates the control technique of the
gripper without a force sensor which can be per-
formed by attaching an AR marker to measure the
opening and closing size of the gripper.

Fig.9: Control techniques using the AR marker.

2.4 Object Shape Determination

In order to perform the correct action of grasping,
object shape information is needed. One of the vital
object parameters is the object size which is impor-
tant for correct gasping action and to avoid a colli-
sion of the end-e�ector and the object. In this work,
Hough's transformation-based line detection method
is used in the proposed object size estimation process
as shown in Figure 10 . The Canny edge detection
algorithm [22] is used to transform the original im-
age into a binary type image which is required for
Hough's transformation process [23]. The lines de-
tected from Hough's transformation are then selected
by the allowance angle to accept only vertical lines of
the object shape. The angle was experimentally set
at 75◦
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Fig.10: Object shape line detection process.

The selected lines are then used to calculate the
object width based on trigonometry calculation as
explained in Figures 11-12 . The important infor-
mation for the calculation is the distance between the
end-e�ector and object. We employ a 3D camera that
provides depth information that can be used in the
calculation.

Fig.11: Camera specs.

Fig.12: Object width estimation algorithm.

HOV

X
= Degree per P ix (12)

θ = (X −Obj in pix) ×Degree per P ix (13)

α =
θ

2
(14)

Half Width = (tan α) ×Depth (15)

Width = Half Width× 2 (16)

(In symmetrical object case)

3. EXPERIMENTS AND DISCUSSION

We conducted experiments to evaluate the perfor-
mance of the proposed system in both object track-
ing and Manipulator Control aspects. In addition,
an algorithm which we implemented for object size
determination is presented.

3.1 Manipulator Control Process

In this experiment, we used the manipulator con-
trol process presented in 2.3 to observed the perfor-
mance of the manipulator movement approaching a
target object. Commonplaces Robotics Mover6, as
illustrated in Figure 13, 15 , was used to move the
target object in a set of de�ned paths listed in Ta-

ble 1 . The Mover6 was placed 70cm. in front of the
tracking manipulator as illustrated in Figure 14 . In
this experiment, only main tracking (RNN) was per-
formed as we focused mainly on the manipulator

Fig.13: Mover6 with the sample object.

Fig.14: Manipulator control process experiment
setup.
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Fig.15: Mover6 and the de�ned trajectories.

Table 1: Mover6's joint angles for each test posi-
tion.

Position Axis 1 Axis 2 Axis 3 Axis 4 Axis 5
1 30 0 50 0 -45
2 30 0 10 0 -15
3 -30 0 10 0 -15
4 -30 0 50 0 -45
5 30 0 50 0 -45

A 6-DoF IMU depicted in Figure 16 was employed
at the end-e�ector to observe the movement charac-
teristics.

Fig.16: The IMU installed at the end-e�ector.

Figure 17 shows the acceleration readings at the
end-e�ector of the manipulator while the manipulator
moved to follow the object. In this case, the manip-
ulator was controlled by a simple controller. There
were strong vibrations which occurred along the path
which may have a�ected the image tracking perfor-
mance due to the image shaking because the camera
was attached to the manipulator.

Fig.17: End-e�ector acceleration readings of the
manipulator using simple controller.

Applying the proposed manipulator control
method with a similar trajectory, the acceleration
shown in Figure 18 appears to be smoother. The
vibrations were reduced resulting in a more stable
image while the manipulator was moving.

Fig.18: End-e�ector acceleration readings of
the manipulator using proposed manipulator control
method.

Table 2 describes the quantitative comparison of
the end-e�ector vibration of both control methods.
The coe�cient of variation (C.V.) was used to deter-
mine the relative distribution. The proposed method
showed its ability to signi�cantly reduce the vibra-
tion wherein x-axis the vibration was suppressed 3.05
times compared to the simple control method.

C.V. =
S.D.

X̄
× 100 (17)

Table 2: The coe�cient of variation of acceleration
from both control methods.

Control
x y y

method
simple 69.01% 29.02% 12.99%

proposed 22.63% 26.19% 7.16%

In addition to the vibration analysis, we stud-
ied the motion characteristic of the proposed con-
trol method by conducting the experiment depicted
in Figure 19. The manipulator was assigned to track
the object in 4 trajectories. The reference movement
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path of each trajectory is a linear line from the end-
e�ector location at the beginning to the target object.

Fig.19: Direction and trajectories.

Figures 20 � 23 describe the distance from end-
e�ector to the target object while the manipulator
was approaching the target object. The result shows
that the proposed method controlled the end-e�ector
to follow the reference movement path closely in all
4 cases.

Fig.20: Distance from end-e�ector to target object
of trajectory 1.

Fig.21: Distance from end-e�ector to target object
of trajectory 2.

Fig.22: Distance from end-e�ector to target object
of trajectory 3.

Fig.23: Distance from end-e�ector to target object
of trajectory 4.

3.2 Improved Image Tracking Experiment

In this experiment we observed the time consumed
in the object approaching process comparing two im-
age tracking methods: conventional RNN based and
the proposed image tracking method using a Kalman
�lter. The experimental setup was similar to the ex-
periment in 3.1. Table 3 describes the time duration
from the beginning of the tracking process until the
end-e�ector reached the target. The proposed image
tracking method resulted in a shorter approach time
by 1.29 sec. on average.

Table 3: Time used to approach the target object.
Round RNN based RNN + Kalman

(s) (s)
1 16.13 14.47
2 15.60 14.20
3 15.33 14.40
4 16.66 14.20
5 15.33 14.13
6 15.23 14.20
7 15.43 14.53
8 15.56 14.30
9 15.46 14.33
10 15.26 14.36

Aaverage 15.60 14.31
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3.3 Object Size Determination

Fig.24: Object size determination experiment setup.

Figure 24 shows the experiment. A 3D-Camera
installed at the gripper is used to obtain an image
for providing depth information for object width es-
timation. Four example objects with di�erent size
shapes were used as target objects in each experi-
ment trial. The tracking process shows e�ective per-
formance as the manipulator can reach object target
location (centre of camera frame) in all experiment
trails. The object width estimation experimental re-
sults are shown in Figure 25 . The best accuracy is
at 1.13% and the error is less than 5% for cylindrical-
shape objects, while error increased for the rectangle-
shape box due to confusion resulting from multiple
detected lines.

Fig.25: Object width estimation experiments.

4. CONCLUSION

The proposed object tracking and manipulator
control process were implemented and evaluated. The

object tracking was enhanced by employing a Kalman
�lter that reduced the movement duration to ap-
proach the target object by 1.29 sec. The manipulator
control process reduced the vibration 3.05 times com-
pared to a simple control method. The object size de-
termination could determine the object size with min-
imum error at 1.13%. The proposed methods show
their capability to realize a fully automatic manipu-
lator position control without the need of actual en-
coder or angular position sensor. Moreover, the pro-
posed methods based on visual information can be
applied to other applications requiring the handling
of a moving object.
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