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Abstract

The purposes of this research are 1) to study the conditions of violent
existence in a school area 2) to study the process of students’ self construction
and teachers’ roles in cooperating with students to end violent situations in the
school system. It is a case study of one secondary school by using a
qualitative method called “Constructivist grounded Theory”. The duration of
doing this research is from Octfober 2008 fo August 2009.

The study reveals that the problems of violence in the school system
are one of the social problems existing in Thai society. Every year there is an
upward trend in the degree of violence. The conditions of violence are hidden in
the form of structure and culture and waiting to explode: 1) Structural violence
caused by (1) The polar opposite of students’ characters in the school society.
Good and bad students are compared. Making value judgment about students’
behavior through the concept of opposite characters forces students tending to
have a problem become outermost in the school society. (2) Students themselves.
Students from insecure families tend to lack good opportunities and are pushed
to a cycle of violence. They might become either doers or victims of violence.
(3) The reproduction of violence in school. Abuses of management power in the
school system lead school to be a place for reproduction of violence. (4) Ways
of managing school violence by outside social sectors. Governmental measures
and intensive enforcement of regulations increase school violence to some extent.
Furthermore, policies of ministries and government departments toward students
are conducted on a short-term basis and discontinuity with less coordination.
2) Cultural violence resulted from (1) Violence has a symbolic meaning. In
students’ view, violence has positive meaning because committing it leads to
gain acceptance from their social group. (2) Management and the solution of
violent problems. The youth use a “clearing” system to manage their problems,
that is, using power to solve their problems caused by power. Accordingly,
culture of using power becomes a main instrument in managing violent problems.

The researchers believe that a number of violence in the school system can
be ended by using a self-constructing process with the cooperation between
students and teachers. Therefore, the post-modemn technology of self proposed

by Michel Foucault is used as an analytical method in this research. This is
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one selective way to end violence in the school system. The students can end
violence by their own selective activities. The procedure and steps are as follows.
The first step is to initiate the self identity by self penetration or understanding.
The students must realize that their wounds are created and they have potential
fo help themselves out of the labeling of the school society through self exami-
nation. The second step is fo build the self identity, that is, having self power
to end violent behavior in school. Technology of the self reveals that students
who have violent behavior in school can create their self power from their deep
desire fo become good citizens in society, thereby building their consciousness to
end violent behavior and live with aesthetics in the future. The third step, it is a
matter of ethics to uphold the self identity to end violent behavior in school. The
ethical subject can keep the students out of violent frap throughout their lives.

In conclusion, the constructive cooperation between students and teachers
can end violent situations in the school system. Since the school is “the place
to instil and create “crucible of violence” at the same fime, it should have
various alternative activities for students so that they can have opportunities to
improve their abilities successfully. In addition to this, it is imperative tfo have the

coopergation from every sector related to educational circles.

Keyword : End, Violence, School System
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