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Abstract

Presently, Thailand’s border areas with its neighbouring countries - Myanmar,
Laos, Cambodia and Malaysia - are still not clearly demarcated, thereby presenting
territorial disputes. Furthermore, border areas are significant passages for humans and
goods, creatfing tendency for criminal activities such as human trafficking, drug
smuggling, goods smuggling and illegal logging. All of the aforementioned affect
Thailand’s national security and relations with its neighbours. Territorial disputes that go
unsolved may lead to more serious conflict. To prevent such an event, accurate
stfudies of border management is necessary, based on amity, consideration, peaceful
co-existence, equality, and mutual benefits. The purpose is to 1) study the unique
conditions and problems of Thailond’s border areas, in order fo recommend suitable
management guidelines 2) inform and exchange information on border management
with various responsible agencies, and 3) present the findings to be incorporated into
Boundary Study courses in military curriculum. This study employs qualitative analysis
obtained fromm documentation, brainstorming workshops, field data collection, and in-
depth interviews with military/civilian personnel, business people, and the common
population.

The context of Thailand’s border areas depends on each area’s ferrain and
local history. Understanding of the said context serves as a foundation for suitable
border management. Problems commonly observed in the border areas cover
national security, economics, society, natural resource depletion and international
relations. Border management should be an integrated process among those involved.
The desired outcome would be a peaceful and thriving border area, as well as
enhanced co-operation and good relations with neighbouring countries.

The main components of border management - security, socio-economy,
infernational relations - should ensure balanced border management by giving priority
to all three areas. Economic development would act as the core, under the
assumption that economic goals are the driving force for enhanced international
relations. Border problems would be solved with co-operation, strengthening national
security. However, success of border management depends on external and internal
factors, which are policy/strategy, state authority, involvement of all parties, interna-

tional situations, national integrity of neighbouring states, and the demand for energy.

Key words: border management
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