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Abstract

This research has two aims:- firstly, fo find out the fact as to how the Thai
government notified the United States government of the Thai declaration of war upon
the United States on 25 January 1942; and secondly, to analyze the causes and
factors of the United States’ policy not to reciprocate. A historical approach was used
to do this research.

The study reveals that the Thai government nofified the United States
government of its declaration of war by two channels of communication. The first
proclamation was sent to the Swiss Consulate in Bangkok, an agent of the United
States government in Thailand, on 26 January. Later, the second was sent to the Thai
Legation in Washington D.C. on 7 February. The United States government received
the former on 2 February and the latter on 13 February. However, the United States
President, Franklin D. Roosevelt, had decided not fo reciprocate since 28 January. As
a matter of fact, it was made not long aofter learning of the declaration from the
media on 26 January or even before either of the Thai official proclamations reached
the United States. This fact confirms that the United States’ policy not to reciprocate
was not caused by a refusal of M.R. Seni Pramoj, the Thai Minister in the United States,
to declare war by not delivering the proclamation to the United States Secretary of
State, Cordell Hull.

Regarding the causes and factors of the United States” policy not to
reciprocate, it is found that, firstly, it was the United States government’s precedent
policy to ignore with contempt the declarations of war in December 1941 made by
some small European countries occupied by Germany. Secondly, it was derived from
American foreign policy of status quo, and ideologies of democracy and
anti - colonialism, as shown by the United States government’s support for the Free Thai
movement in the United States. Thirdly, the United States government agreed with the
British and Chinese governments’ suggestions fo refrain from the reciprocation due to
their concerns over its impact on the Thais® aftitudes, which might turn against the
Allies and sympathize with the Japanese instead.
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