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Abstract

This research started in January 2005. The major objective of the project was to
provide the opportunities for researchers, developers, and Theppratan Villagers to
study an economic, social, cultural and political systemm of Theppratan Village in
Nakon-Nayok. The other objective was to use the result of the study to develop and
bring about a strong and self - reliant community of the village.

The use of a participatory action research method for this study allowed the
developers researchers, the developers, and the villagers to thoroughly understand the
system within the Theppratan Village. The insight of the whole system helped these
people find ways to develop the village. Different groups and organizations were
established such as a community leader chamber, a research and development
center, a community bank, a career group for better productivity, a committee for
family and children protection, drug-free activities, and so on. The consequences of
these activities were satisfactory. However, to make this vilage an independent
community of knowledge, it will take at least five years. Such obstacles as conflicts
among the leaders and the lack of resources become major problems for the villagers
to change their values and attitudes to be self - reliant. Additionally, the conservative
aftitudes of the government sector toward working with the community also have not

changed.
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