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Abstract

This article is aimed to study the
ingenuity of King Mongkut to lead Siam
to survive the threat of Western imperialism.
The study can be divided into 4 sections
as follows : 1. Biography of King Mongkut.
2. Reviews of Imperial threat, international
and domestic issues concerning the survival
of the Siaomese independence during the
reign of King Mongkut. 3. Royal policies
and strategies used in solving the problems
in order to maintain the national inde-
pendence, and 4. The consequences of
the application of the mentioned royal
policies and strategies. The study reveals
that King Mongkut exercised his power
through Royal policies and strategies. As
for the political aspect, King Mongkut
adjusted the monarchy status to the then
sifuation, established the loyalty towards
the Monarchy among the royal servants
and his people, and officially declared
permanent borderlines of Siam. As for the
legal aspect, King Mongkut abolished certain
lows that estranged the king and his
people, and also abolished certain tro-
ditions unacceptable to the Western
countries. As for the diplomatic aspect,
King Mongkut sent envoys to tighten the
relationship with the Great Britain  and
France. Consequently, these changed Siam
towards modernization, gradually gained
international recognition, and most impor-
tantly, maintained her national indepen-

dence.
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