
nouf, ulrJs:JTflranS dcunlsFlnur lsursauur€Js:oaus:oaoourna]r

The Seri Thoi Movement:

A Prosopogrophicol Study
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Abstract

This study orgues that the Seri (Free) Thoi

Movement during the Second World Wor wqs

the first ollionce of qnti-militory outhoritorionism

in Thoi domestic polit ics. lt wos not os much

on underground onti-Jopqnese occupqtion os

normolly understood. The movement wqs in

fqct o continuing dynomism of foctionol po[-

tics since ihe coup in 1932, This reseqrch is

the prosopogrophy of the 600 leoding mem-

bers of the four elite groups in Thoi polit ics

since 
.1932 

until the post-wor period: the royol

fomily, the oristocrqcy. the new elite, ond the

lson leoders. Consulting severol kinds of sources.

including porliomentory orchives, cremotion

volumes qnd interviews. the studv collecis in-

formqtion on who they were, their fomily bock-

grounds cnd connections, cqreers, stotuses,

business, weolth, friendship circles, ond so on,

This study, then. onolyses every group by vori-

ous criteriq relevont to eoch group to discern

its sub-division, the relotionship between so-

ciol bockgrounds ond their polit ics, schools of

thought, qnd eventuolly, foctionolism, This foc-

tionolism, this study suggests, wos the force

behind Thoi polit ics since 
'1932, 

in the pre-wor

period, through the entire wor time including

behind the Seri Thqi Movement. ond eventu-

ollv wos the fqctor for the rise ond foll of the

Seri Thoi in domestic polit ics unti l 1947 when it

wos crushed by o militory coup group thqt

brought Thoilond into the eorly Cold Wor.

lntroduction

T h e  f i r s t  o l l i o n c e  o g o i n s t  m i l i t o r y

outhoritoriqnism in modern Thoi history occurred

in the form of on underground resistqnce during

the Second World Wor when Joponese troops

entered Thoilond on 8 December 
' l94]. 

After

some token skirmishes ogoinst the Joponese

to vindicote the country's honor, the militory

regime under Phibun ollowed Joponese forces

through Thoi ierritory qnd then joined Jopon

os on olly in ihe wor. Phibun hoped to sove

the ormy ond the country, of leost its formol

sovereignty, qnd to escope the rovoges of

Joponese conquest. This oction. however.

poved the woy for his rivols to set up on

underground movement ogoinst him qs o

colloborotor ond dictotor,

The Thoi resistonce movement ogoinst

the Joponese presence ond Phibun's wor policy

storted shortlv ofter the outbreok of the wor

in the Pocific region. The movement wos first

orgonized by vorious groups both of home

ond obrood, Bonding together os o united

front under the dynomic ond chorismotic leod-

ership of Pridi, it become known qs the Seri

Thoi movement. Although this movement op-

peored in the form of qn onti-Jqponese resis-

tqnce, os is often cloimed, its octivities were

in foct more q response to the domestic poli-

t ics thon to the wqr or the Joponese occupo-

tion. The Seri Thoi movement. in foct. wos o

result of fqctionql conflicts omong the four

Thoi elite groups: the royol fomily. the qristoc-

rocy, the new elite ond the locol elite led by

the lson leoders, The movement. therefore.

wos o significont chopter in the domestic Thoi
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politics during the wortime ond the eorly post-

wor eros.

The conventionol historv of modern Thq'-

lond, however, suggests thot the Seri Thqi

movement wos qn underground operotion

primorily in response to the Joponese occu-

potion during the wor.r Controry to the con-

ventionol history, this study orgues thot we

should consider it os on oll ionce of those who

opposed Phibun's militory dictotorship in the

context of Thoi politics from the 1932 coup to

1949. In this brief period of modern Thoi his-

tory, the first coolition ogoinst the militory re-

gime wos formed, but shortly wos destroyed

due to the weokness of the ollionce itself. lt is

cleor from those events thqt the emergence

of the movement ond its dissolution were in-

terwoven with Thoilond's domestic polit icol

conflict rqther thon the wor ond the Jopo-

nese presence. The movemenf wos born out

of the ongoing polit icol confl ict ond chonges

stemming from the 1932 coup, which hod

overthrown the obsolute monorchy qnd re-

ploced it with o constitutionol system. Although

democrotic qt first, bv the lote 1930s the new

regime becqme dominoted by the ormy un-

der Phibun, initioting o period of o successful

militory dictotorship just prior to the outbreqk

of the wor.

The wqr produced o dromotic impoct

on the militory outhoritorionism. But since it

wos temporory, it is hord to discern significont

lost ing ef fects on Thoi  pol i t ics,  ln  mony

respects the cose of postwor politicol life in

Thqilond would not reodily support Horry -.

Bendo's tronsformotion school. "thot the wor

resulted in new generotions of elite,"2 In foct,

the wqr veors in Thoilqnd, unlike few other

ports of Southeqst Asio. did not creote new

elite.3 Thai elite who become dominont dur-

ing the wor yeors olreody hod influence in

the decqde before the wor. In other words,

Thoi elite experienced neither significont power

shifts nor storting tronsformotions; rother there

wos continuity, resembling Alfred W. McCoy's

"e l i t e  con t i nu i t y  t hes i s .  "o  The  Joponese

presence only hostened ond united those who

hod opposed the mititory regime together

under the guidonce of Pridi. At first Pridi locked

cleor commond of the Seri Thoi movement,

but by the end of the wor he hqd estoblished

control over fhe orgonizotion through his relo-

'  For example, see John B. Haseman, The Thai Resistance Movement during the Second Word War'

(Dekalb: Northern l l l inois University, Center for Southeast Asian Studies, 1978); and Thamsook Numnonda, Thailand

and the Japanese Presence. 1941-1945, Research Notes and Discussion no.6 (Singapore: Inst i tute of Southeast

Asian Studies, 1977).

2 For the transformation school, see Harry J. Benda, "The Japanese Intenegnum in Southeast Asia," in lmperial

Japan and Asia: A reassessment, ed, Grant K. Goodman (NewYork: Columbia University, 1967); and Continu-

i ty and Change in Southeast Asia (New Haven: Yale University, Southeast Asia Studies, no. 18, 1912), and Josef

Silverstein. ed., Southeast Asia in World War l l :  Four Essays (New Haven: Yale University, Southeast Asia Studies, no.

7 .  1966) .
3 See Alfred W. McCoy, " Introduction," in Southeast Asia Under Japanese Occupation, ed. Alfred W.

McCoy New Haven: Yale University, Southeast Asia Studies, no. 22, 1980), 1-8

o Mccoy, Southeast Asia, 5-6.
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tives, friends, trusted men, followers, ond cti-

l ies. More importontly, he hod monoged to

use his intimocy with university professors ond

students os well os his loose connections with

the now foction ond the lson leoders to qs-

sert his leodership over domestic politics'

After the wor ended, Pridi ond his oll ies

continued to mqnipulote the Seri Thoi under-

ground orgonizotion to estoblish o postwor

porliomentory democrocy, ln 1947' however,

thev foiled to prevent o militory comebock'

Ihe 1947 coup morked the Seri Thoi's sudden

oolit icol decline ond signoled the return of

ihe militorv to the dominont position it hod

occupied for most of the period since 1932

qnd would occupy unti l 
. l973. 

The ending of

the movement qs qn octive poliiicol force

wos olso o result of internol conflicts, q result

of the 1947 coup leoders' crockdown, por-

ticulorly ofter Pridi's oborted revolt in eorly

1949.

The mojor turning point in modern Thoi

oolitics, unlike thot of Southeost Asio, thus wos

not the result of the Joponese presence itself,

but the consequence of domestic polit ics

during the wor yeors ond especiolly ofter the

wor from 1947 to 1949. Both English ond Thoi

studies of the wqrtime ero neglect this cruciql

point. Even though conventionol historions hove

fqctored the Seri Thqi movement ond its oc-

tors into the wortime picture. domestic qnd

foctionol politics ore still remorkobly obsent in

modern Thoi history of the Period.

This is the studv of domestic, foctionql

politics ond its impoct on Thqilond ond the

region during the wor, In other words, it is o

historv of the Second World Wor in Souiheosi

Asiq from the perspective of domestic politics

insteod of o Jopqnese occupotion or from

the opposite end of the Jqponese presence'

More specificolly, the study is on ottempt to

reossess the most fundomentol premise obout

the Seri Thoi movement ond obout the wqr-

time period posed by the conventionql histo-

riqns ond Bendo's trqnsformotion school. In

oddition, the present study olso ottempts to

evoluote certoin hypotheses which mony bu-

requcrotic scholors hove proposed to exploin

Thoi polit icol Phenomenon.

ln order to better understqnd the Seri

Thoi movement ond its role in o brood politi-

col context, o new method ond model qre

reouired. First of oll, I would orgue thot we

should consider the movement from its origin

to iis dissolution os port of Thqi domestic poli-

t ics going bock os for os in 1932 or before. In

this wqy, we will seek the roots of its politicol

octors: how ond why the four elite groups

were different in their socio-economic bock-

grounds qs well os their polit icol intentions,

how ond why they loter monoged to come

together in on ollionce thot ultimotely led to

the overthrow of the militory dictotorship, but

foiled to estoblish o democrotic government.

Despite being the moin historicql oclors of

notionol polit ics, the four elite groups, os the
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mojor polit icql fqctions during thot t ime, 
' l932-

1952, ore overlooked. No one hos yet system-

oticolly onolyzed them os o group in terms of

their different sociql origins, culturol ond polit i-

col experiences, ond ideologies or schools of

thought.5

Methodology

To exploin the dynomic of fqctionql

polit ics during the Seri Thoi period, I opplied

one of the most imporiont methods of quon-

titotive history, nomely prosopogrophy or cor-

lective biogrophy, qs the method of interpret-

ing this history. This method, occording to

Lowrence Stone, who mode o survev of its

l iterqture in 
.l97'l, 

works best under three con-

ditions: when it is opplied to eosily defined

ond foirly smoll groups over o limited period

of not much more thqn o hundred veors,

when the doto is drown from q very wide

voriety of sources which complement ond

enrich eoch other, ond when the study is

directed to solving o specific problem.6 lt hos

been employed regulody by historions since

qbout ' l930, 
in porticulor by polit icol historions

such os Sir Lewis Nomier, ond is increosing in

populority becouse it lends itself to compu-

terizotion.

The study of this method, usuolly but not

necessorily o biogrophy of the elite. is the

investigotion of the common bockground

chorocteristics of o group of octors in history

by meons of o collective study of their lives 7

For exomole. those of the elitist school hove

been concerned with smoll-group-dynomic,

power elites such qs Romon or United Stotes

Senotors, or English MPs or cqbinet members.

or ossemblymen in developing countries.t But

the some process ond model con be ond

hove been opplied to revolutionory leoders,

professionol groups such os lowyers ond mili-

tory groups, ond women studies qs well.

5 No scholars have studied Thai el i te by prosopography. There are a few who have studied members of the National

Assembly. Yet virtual ly al l  of the studies of the Assembly to date have focused on only elected members and have

been based on a few easi ly quanti f iable variables l ike occupation, educational qual i f icat ions, age and fathers' profes-

sional t i t les. For instance, see Vichai Tunsir i ,  "The Social Background and the Legislat ive Recruitment on

the  Tha i  Members  o f  Par l iament  and the i r  Po l i t i ca l  Consequences"  (Ph.D.  d iss . ,  Ind iana Un ivers i ty ,  197 '1  ) ;

Dav id  More l l ,  "Power  and Par l iament  in  Tha i land:  The Fut i le  Cha l lenge,  1968-71"  (Ph D.  d iss . ,  Pr ince ton

University, 1974); and James Soren Ockey, "Business Leaders, Gangsters, and The Middle Class: Societal

Groups  and C iv i l ian  Ru le  in  Tha i land"  (Ph.  D.  d iss . ,  Corne l l  Un ivers i ty ,  1992)

u Lawrence Stone, "Prosopography," Daedalus 100 (1971): 69. Stone's work is st i l l  the most important art icle on

the prosopographical method.

t lbid.,  q6. El i te, in the sense of power holders, have been the main object of prosopographical research, but i t  has

never been denied that the possibi l i t ies of the prosopographical method are much wider.

t  lbid.,  +7. After Stone reviewed the historiographical prosopographers in 197'1 , there are st i l l  many scholars using or

applying this method to study el i tes in Europe, American, and developing countr ies. For example, see Wil l iam Stanley

Langston ,  "Coahu i la  in  the  Por f i r ia to ,  1893-1911:  A  s tudy  o f  Po l i t i ca l  e l i tes"  (Ph.D.  d iss . ,  Tu lane Un ivers i ty ,

1980) ;  and Gi lber t  M.  Bogner ,  "Kn igh thood in  Lancas t r ian  Eng land:  A  prosopograh ica l  approach"  (Ph.D.

diss.. Ohio Universitv, 1997).
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Mv method for onolysis of individuols is

primorily bqsed on o combinotion of both

clossicol qnd modern collective biogrophies

which, I hope. reveols the web of socio-cul-

turol ties thot bind the Seri Thoi foctions to-

gether, This study will try to keep cqrefully

collected doto on the minutioe of politicol

interest in bolqnce with the evidence of the

beliefs thot swqyed men's minds ond the lorger

ollegionces thqt ovenode the ubiquitous fqc-

tions. Thus, while Nqmier ond most clossicol

prosopogrqphers confine themselves primorily

to o socioeconomic onolysis, the present study

moves close to thot of the modern perspec-

tives. which focus on ideo, ideology ond cul-

ture. qnd olso hqve developed their tech-

niques qnd models out the history of eigh-

teenth-century Englond'

Most of modern studies shift their meth-

ods from the emphosis of the eorlier clossicol

works to the modern ones, but their moin

focus is economic determinism of Morxist

thought. Their modern methods qnd models'

however. ore not opplicoble in the cose of

the Seri Thqi movement. Although Thoi society

might be viewed in terms of sociol closses'

Thoilond connot be sqid to hove hod o closs

svstem in the lroditionql Europeon sense of

the term, The troditionol Thoi sociql structure

emphosized o consciousness of stotus rother

thqn closs, ond there is no evidence of the

kind of sociol unrest which would indicote

closs conflict.e

ln the cose of Thoilond withoui closs

contention, Mox Webefs pcrodigm of sociol

interoction is o more useful model,'o Admit-

tedly, politicol struggle in Thoi society wos not

closs conflict, olthough there wos conflict

between commoners ond princes before ond

qfier the 1932 coup. The four principol con-

tending Thoi elite groups within society were

somewhot seporoted by o consideroble gulf'

o gulf creoted not by closs per se, but by o

combinotion of stqtus, weolth, politicol expe-

rience ond ideology. In other words, the divi-

sions omong these four elite groups were

deeply rooted in terms of socioeconomic

bockgrounds, culture ond schools of thoughi'

Thoi oolitics should be regorded os con-

flict between the four elite foctions, not os

deep-seqted conflicts belween clqsses' The

conflict between the royol fomily ond the

qristocrocy led by Phyo Mono's group ond

Pridi 's civil ion foction over the economic plon

in 1933. for exomple, becqme o bottle of

rhetoric ond ideology, but with no closs con-

tent. This is so becouse those who were In-

volved in the conflict come from every closs,

qnd they were reolly motivoted by o combi-

notion of stotus, weqlth, ond ideology Both

sides consisted of members from the royol

fomily, the oristocrocy, ond the new elite' But

while Phvo Mono's royolist-conservotives tended

to be higher stqtus, weolthier, ond more trodi-

tionol view; the Pridi comp tended io be

lower stqtus, poorer people, ond more pro-

s David A. Wilson, Pol i t ics in Thailand. ( l thaca: cornel l  university Press, 1962), 51'

,o Form the perspective of the present inquiry, the more mult ivariate model of social interaction proposed by Max

weber is probably more useful than that of Marx and Engels. For more detai ls of weber's ldeas, see H H Gerth and

C. Mi|Is, ed., From Max Weber: Essays in Socio|ogy (London: Kegan Pau|, 1947)'
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gressive ideology, Insteod of o closs struggle'

ihis conflict wos similqr to thot beiween the

deputies of the third estote ond members of

the nobility during the Revolutionory period in

Fronce. Polit icql struggle among the Thoi elite

thus wos not os the Moxists chorocterized it'

one of closs conflict; rother, it wos one of

"weolth, stqtus qnd culture" which is offered

by Timothy Tockett who hos studied the French

Revolution.rr

The prominent scholors who hove stud-

ied the history of the French Revolution in-

clude Georges Lefebvre, George Rude' ond

Timothy Tockett, Lefebvre ond Rude focus on

o socioeconomic onolysis in their studies of

the ooliticql elite qnd of the collective psy-

chology of the peosonts ond the urbon

mqsses.' '  But while opplying the ideos of

Lefebvre ond Rude, Tqckett olso odopts the

perspectives of the culturol history' Tockett's

moin question is not fo onswer whot coused

the French Revolution, but how qnd when did

men become revolutionqries? To solve this

p u z z l e ,  h e  h o s  r e c o u r s e  t o  h i s t o r i c o l

prosopogrophy. He hos conducted extensive

reseorch on the revolutionory experience of

the specific individuols who porticipqted in

the Revolution. He bosed his reseorch on o

poinstoking collective biogrophy of 129 depu-

ties. or obout 10 per cent of the twelve hun-

dred elected to the Estotes-Generql in ]789'

Yet Tockefi, unlike Nqmier, focuses not only

on whot men did but whot they soid, wrote'

ond thought qs well. He orgues, "lf we ore to

grosp the full reolity of the delegotes' pre-

Revolutionory experience, we must brooden

the inquiry to include not only their sociol ond

geogrophicol origins, their cqreers, ond their

economic situqtion, but olso the for more dif-

f icult ond complex problems of their vqlues

ond polit icql culture."' '

Tockett's method ond model fit well with

the politics of the Seri Thoi movement ond

Thoi polit icol l i fe since 
' l932 in generol' Be-

couse the Seri Thoi movement locked o brood

ooliticol bose, fomily ties ond business-interest

connections, its noture did not seem to func-

tion os described by the clqssicol school' Fur-

thermore. even rnough Thoi elite qs individu-

ols octed in qccordonce with their interests'

thev could do so only becouse they hod

schools of thought or culturolly ond ideologr

colly ocquired woys to ihink qbout whot their

interests were. whot ends would best serve

those interests, ond whot strotegies were ovoil-

oble for ochieving those ends. More remqrk-

obly, members of the four elite groups tended

to be moved by o convergence of constontly

shifting forces, o cluster of influences sucn os

stotus. kinship, friendship, economic interest'

ideos, ideologies' polit icol principle, schools of

thought, ond so on, which oll ploy their vori-

, '  Timothy Tackett, Becoming a Revolutionary: The Deputies of the French National Assembly and the

Emergence of a Revolutionary culture (1789-1790). (Princeton: Princeton University Press' 1996)'

,, Georges Lefebvre, The Coming of the French Revolution. (Princeton : Princeton University Press' 1947);

George Rude, The crowd in the French Revolution. (London: oxlord University Press' 1959)'

t3 Tackett, Becoming a Revolutionary' 19'
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ous ports ond which con usefully be disen- prominent militory members of the 1947 coup

tongled only for onolyticol purposes' Group' which reploced the new elite in 1947

By opplying the prosopogrophicol op- 
qnd losted in power until the eorly 1970s'

prooch, I hove poid close qttention to the 
SOUfCeS fOf C.nd'Cting a

]j}.":[,:;ii:::';:il}:'J:: :]': prosoposraphica' studv or

the house during the period. 1932-1952' I hove Thai Elite

included oll memDers of the Assembly' This Noturolly the row moteriols from which

meons thot ihe study covers oppointed mem- the collective biogrophicol studies qre con-

bers or the Senotors olthough they were lorgely structed ore mostly full biogrophicol dictionor-

controlled by the government, The onolysis ies which hod been in progress in Europeon

will be conducted oi the levels of the indi- countries for o very long time before Nomier's

viduol qctors, of the group formed by them, nome oppeored on the scene.'o Yet there is

ond of the Seri Thqi qctivities os o politicol or no dictionory of nqtionol biogrophies nor ony

socio-culturol phenomenon. The onolysis on prlvote document collections of collective bio-

level one ond two will be bosed heovily on grophicol dictionories in Thoilond in iroditionql

ihe methods of prosopogrophy. The focus it oI- modern written forms, In undertoking such

therebv not only on the biogrophicol doto. o tosk, I hod to rely on o voriety of redundont

but more on the collective chorocteristic of ond diffuse sources, outobiogrophies ond bi-

the groups, in order to understond the history ogrophies, contemporory memoirs, newspo-

of these groups os effective elements in politi- pers, books, periodicols os well os orchivol

cql ond sociol history' moteriol ond government records'

This is the first study on Thqi history that

employs prosopogrophy. The nomes of op-

proximotely l2O0 Thoi elite hove been cor-

lected. Approximotely holf of them involved

in the politicol struggle during 1932-1952 ondl

or the Seri Thoi octivities' The portrcits of Thqi

elites presented in these poges ore constructed

from those 600 or so men' Of these' obour

1O0 men come from the royol fomily both

senior ond junior princes, 
. l28 

from the senior

officers qnd officiols of ihe oristocrocy' 114

from ihe new elite. The rest were elected

members or the locol elite. businessmen' ono

Fortunotely, sources for conducting o

demogrophic study of oll members who sqt in

the house during the 1930s-50s now obound'

Except for income doto such os inherited

economic position qnd source of personol

weolth, much biogrophicol doto--obout births

ond deoths' morrioge ond fomily' sociol ori-

gins, educotion, religion, ond occupotion-hove

been published by locol ond Bongkok jour-

nolists, historions, ontiquorions, privote publish-

ers. porliomentory officers, members of the

House themselves, ond so on Most of them

'o Stone, "ProsoPograPhY"' 48-50
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ore held in the Notionol Assembly l ibrory, the

Nqtionol Archives. ond the Notionol Librory in

Bongkok,

In oddition, some Thoi elite biogrophicol

dota ore provided by diplomots from the US

ond the UK ond in the O.S.S, reports, In the

United Stotes, foirly comprehensive records of

the Stote Deportment ore held in the No-

tionql Archives, Woshington D.C. The Generol

Records of the Depqrtment of Stote (Record

Group 59), Records of Foreign Service Posts

(Record Group 84). ond the World Wor tt

Records of the Deportment of Stote (Record

Group 226) hqve been helpful in filling the

gops remoining in Thoi documents, ond in

grouping the members of the house, porticu-

lorly during ond ofter the wor. In Englond,

Brit ish Foreign Office documents ot the Public

Record Office (FO 37,l) olso hove been help-

ful in disclosing new informotion qbout the

oolit icql foctions/the members of the house.

especiolly regording leoders of the royol fom-

ily, of the oristocrocy, of the locql elite. ond

of the People's Porty, olong with other promi-

nent personolit ies. Joponese sources hqve in-

teresting doto os well, but I wos oble to oc-

cess them only ihrough English ond Thoi re-

seorch.

The Seri Thai Movement as

the first Alliance against Mili-

tary Authoritarianism in Mod-

ern Thai History.

The gool of the present work is to troce

the development of the Seri Thqi movement,

which represented the long term conflict ond

chonges of Thoi polit ics since 
-l932. 

Exploring

#S ar:drrvrrigrnrl vr.rt. 2s4B

the composition ond experience of the Seri

Thoi is olso cruciol for our understonding of

the origins ond eorly formqtion of the first

qll icnce ogoinst militory outhoritorionism in

modern Thoi society. I believe thot through o

new ond productive opprooch, we wil l un-

derstond the significonce of the Seri Thoi

movement in domestic Thoi politics. Conse-

quently, we will qlso understond the roots of

ooliticql oction ond the chorqcters of Thoilond's

ruling elite qnd its role in modern polit ics,

poriiculorly the uncovering of the deeper in-

terests ond ideologies thqt ore thought to lie

beneqth oolit icol rhetoric,

Though much of the book is orgonized

in chronologicol foshion, it should not be con-

ceived os o ooliticol nqnotive in the trqdi-

tionql sense. lt mokes neither oretense of cov-

ering oll ospects of the Seri Thoi movement,

nor of providing o comprehensive treotment

of wor events in Thoilond. lt focuses rother on

the collective octions of the four elite fqctions

of centrol porliciponts. The moin question thot

this study deols with is how to exploin the

outbreqk ond development  of  ' fqct ionql

constitutionqlism' omong members of the royol

fomily, the oristocrocy, the new elite ond the

lson leoders in polit ics of the post-1932 coup,

porticulorly the Seri Thoi movemenf os the first

oll ionce ogoinst militory quthoritorionism in

modern Thoi history.

Gonclusion

Bosed on q close exominotion of the

bockgrounds of Seri Thoi leqders, the present

study provides the detoiled onolyses of the

conduct ond imooct of the movement on

domestic politics, especiolly its eorly formotion



os the first spirit ond oll ionce ogoinst the mili-

tory outhoritorionism in modern Thoi history'

Most importontly, the study chollenges the

hypotheses qnd conventionol wisdom of mony

historions. the lronsformotion school ond bu-

reoucrotic scholors hove proposed to exploin

the Seri Thoi movement. the impoct of the

wor ond/or of the Joponese presence on

Thoilond, ond Thqi polit icol phenomenon

One of the moin principles of the con-

ventionol school is thot the Seri Thoi move-

ment wos o lorge moss movement opposing

the Joponese presence, on onti-Joponese

underground operotion primorily in response

to the wor, The evidence explores here, how-

ever, does not support the conventionql or-

gument thot the wor ond the Joponese pres-

ence were fundomentol to the elite groups'

octions on the eve of the Seri Thoi move-

meni, lnsteod from the beginning unti l the

end, the Seri Thoi polit icol torget wqs the

militory government rqther thon ihe wor or

the Joponese presence' In foct, the move-

ment wos on qll ionce of the four elite groups

with shorp differences in socioeconomic ond

ideologicol bockgrounds in the context of

domestic poli i ics. lt wos born out of the on-

going polit icol confl ict ond chonges stemming

from the 1932 coup. Most importontly. the

evidence explore here olso do not support

the Bendq tronsformotion thesis nor the con-

tention of severol bureoucrotic scholors thot

Thoi polit ics since the 1932 coup hos cen-

tered oround the power struggles of smoll

mil itory-bureoucrotic cliques. ond thot polit i-

col competit ion hos been confined to o nor-

row. foirly homogeneous elite with few ideo-

logicol or policy differences,
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