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Export Problems in Thai Border Area

Case Study: Export between Thailand and

The Lao People Democratic Republic
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Abstract

This research was conducted in order to
study export problems and export trend, Thai
border area. The research methodology was
based on field survey research by collecting
data from 2 populations, export business
administrators on his/her acting and
government officers and specialists in Lao’s
export in Nong khai Province. The result of the
study has shown that exporting problems from
Thai’s border to the Lao PDR ranged between
medium to high level. Factors that are in the
high level problems are policy and measure
of Thai’'s government which are difficulty and
complication of rules and delay of export tax
redemption. Furthermore, problems that are
in high level caused by policies and measure
of the Lao PDR which are unclear trade policy,
uncertainty of rules, custom procedure
difficult and complex, different in weight
measurement method for frucks, high fariff
rate, insufficient of border trade government
units and less collaborative between border
frade officers and cenTroI. officers. Factors that
are in medium level problems are frade prob-
lem, fransportation and communication, finan-
cial, and some of Thai policies and measures

such as lacks of communication with the Lao’s



govemment, cusfom procedures complex and
slow process, difficulty in exporting procedures,
high tariff rate, insufficient of border frade
government unit and less collaborative
between border trade officers and central
officers as well, Speaking of export trend from
Thailand 1o the Lao PDR, most exporters said
that the frend will stay the same but the
government officers and specialists give
comment that it would be befter. Both have
agreed that Thai has competitive advantage
over its rivals and its products have strength in
quality but its weakness is on the conftamina-
tion of products. The factor that will have
effect on Thai export to the Lao PDR are

competitors from China and Vietnam etc.

According to the results of research, it
can be concluded as suggestion for export
border Thai - Lao PDR that sfrong commit-
ment in trading should be concermed by
seffing up clear and precise export policy
and measures including coordination
between government and organizations of
both Thailand and the Lao PDR in order fo
get better solution of the problems. It should
set up local working team to responsible and
monitor border trade, setting up meeting to
solve problems and barriers and supporting of
exchange and meeting at all level fo
convince strong relationship. Sefting up
government support unit to help and support
businessmen and investors to export or invest

in our near by country should be.

Build up honest mindset and ethic in
doing business for exporter are very impor-
tant, so they will not contaminate their export
products that will create negative impact for

others as well. It also should encourage Thai’s

businessman to stabilize its strength in quality
of ifs products and improve ifs wedknesses
such as competitive pricing with China and
Vietnam and searching for other channe! of
distribution which could reach the consumers
in order to expand the market. It should
support doing more advertising in the Lao
PDR because Thailand has advantage as the
Thai language is understandable by the

people in the Lao PDR.
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