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Abstract

The moral development and the drug
abuse solution, which is a part of the human
development project at Wangnoi Moral
Development Centre, Ayutthaya province aims
to study the historical background of the
human development project, the moral
development centre, and the process of morat
and human behaviour fraining. It also aims to
compare the characteristic of human’s mind,
particularly the anti - drug behaviour among
youths before and affer the training. The centre
thus has infroduced the method of non -
participating observation, intensive interview
as well as questionnaire, which allow authori-
ties to observe those drug addict’s behaviours.
At this stage, 404 of 10" grade high school

students were chosen to join the project.

This human development project is
distinguished from other human development
projects in the aspect that it bases on the
Buddhist principle, which allows authorities fo
apply the Buddhist teaching to the daily life

of those youths. Those applications

include the Buddhist psychological
training, the exchange of real - life
experience among trainers, and various
Buddhist activities hosted by a number of
Buddhist monks who have been able fo
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create faith and respect among those youths.

This study has found that when faith and
respect occur among those trainers, their
negative behaviours tend to improve. In
addition, this study has shown that emphasising
on the Buddhist principle has brought the
positive result in anti - dr'ug behaviour among
trainers in general. Those youths have tended
to consume fewer drugs including alcohol and
cigarette. Nonetheless, it should be noted that
those who consume fewer drugs after having
trained along the Buddhist principle are mostly
female students who come from both
well - off and low - income families. It is also
interesting to note that the said female group
has not only been doing well on their studies
but also has shown willingness to participate
with the project at the beginning, and most
importantly, they have never infroduced
themselves to drugs. On the contrary, the
remaining group, which contains the opposite
qualification to the previous one, has made

no significant improvement.

This study, nonetheless, has found that
even though some of those youths could not
change their behaviour right affer the tfraining
program, they has tended to participate more
in Buddhist activities. For those who had never
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been involved with drugs, they have shown
tfo be less involved with drug addicts. As a
result, it can be assumed that those tfrained
youths in general tend to consume fewer drugs
for the reason that they now understand the
negative effect of drug narcotics. And for
those who have never been involved with
drugs, they have tended to accept their drug
addicted friends and have shown to be more
wiling to help them. In the aspect of the
comparison of the characteristic of human'’s
mind, this research has found that none of
negative effect concerning drug abuses has
any strong impact on characteristics of those
youth’s minds for most of them have long
been aware of drug narcotics. However, when
considering the impact of future planning
among the trained group, this study has shown
that after the training, most students are more
concerned about their future. An exception
falls among those youths that come from
broken families for they were not wiling tfo
join the project at the beginning. As a
consequence, it is difficult for them to neither
control their behaviours nor initiate their future

plans.

This project has also found that after
having been isolated from the fraining for 3
months, most of those youths tend to come
back to drugs. There are a number of reasons
to be blamed: their “old - cycle” social
environment, and lack of serious attentfion and
support from families and schools. On the
contrary, the remaining marginal group, which
no longer gets involved with drugs, has strong

support from its family and school.

It should be noted, however, that this



human development project has originally
aimed to promote moral and ethic percep-
tion among youths minds and behaviours. In
other words, it has not directly aimed to solve
drug abuses in the society. This research thus
strongly recommend those drug addicted
youths enter a professional rehabilitation
centre, which directly aims fo help those
drug addicts. Put another way, this project
only offers an early - stage of drug abuse
solufion. As a result, it should be understood
that the genuine aim of my project is to build
morals and ethics among youths for they will
be able to live their lives along the Buddhist

way, and possibly in the drug - free society.
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