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Integrated solid waste management in a community
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Abstract
Advance in packaging technology and the changing lifestyle of people in Thailand

nowadays have made solid waste become one of the nation’s environmental problems.
Significant increasing of waste volume along with the decline of biodegradable currently push
an issue of solid waste management into the national agenda. Waste management must be an
integration plan coping with waste generator, i.e,, communities, all the way down to waste
disposer i.e.,, government agencies. As part of the plan, source reduction is considered vital to
the success of an integrated solid waste management. Thus, making the community
responsible for their waste is the key of the plan. This article presents waste management
strategies of Sam Nak Yen village which is the model community in Tha Rua Phra Thaen
district, amphor Tha Maka, Kanchanaburi province. Their waste management begins with the
creation of activities that encourage community members to stop generating waste plastic
bags. The activity is done in a competition style to build enthusiasm among its members.
Green waste such as leaves, sticks, and woods is also reduced using a local wisdom to turn it
into seedling materials. In order to promote waste recycling, sorting techniques and supporting
equipment are provided for members. The garbage bank was established to accommodate
waste from the segregation. The community encourages their people to learn new waste
handling technologies by creating a learning center within the village. Meanwhile, an awareness
about littering has been regularly raised among their young generation. All activities are
managed in a simple and clear manners using psychological tactics, scarification and nonprofit-
oriented, putting the interests of the public forward. A network of partnerships between
government agencies and the community is established. The states support knowledge and
acting as coordinator propagating the success of community to outside parties via national
contest platforms. Rewards that regularly brought back become the pride of community
members and are an important motivation that continuingly push the community to move
forward on their waste management. The success of waste management in Sam Nak Yen
community is an example showing that to make the community-driven waste management
sustainable, the main driving force must come from cooperation of community members. A

strong support from the government plays a secondary role.
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