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Abstract
The purpose of this study is to carry out content analyses of Supreme Court

judgments regarding the use of forensic evidence in the adjudication of criminal cases during
the years 2007-2015. The study focused on criminal cases of physical assaults, rapes and
homicides. A total of 7614 judgments on criminal cases were retrievable from the search
system of Supreme Court judgments (Deka 2007). Of these judgments, 187 judgments were of
physical assault cases, 91 judgments were related to rape cases and 71 judgments were of
homicide cases. Examinations of these 349 cases revealed that 103 judgments contained the
content of forensic medical evidence as referred to by the judges of the supreme courts. The
majority of these judgments were of physical assault cases (33%) whereas 27% and 23% of
judgments were of rape and homicide cases respectively. It was also found that the
perpetrators were male in a high proportion of those cases. Among the three cases, the
physical assaults cases were cases most frequently found with the use of weapons followed
by homicide and rape cases. A high percentage of weapons found in physical assault cases
were knifes while in the homicide cases, the most frequently collected weapons were
firearms. Moreover, in the physical assault cases, injuries were commonly found on the head
areas and on the legs or arms of the victims while minor injuries to victim bodies were

reported in the rape case.

Keywords: Supreme Court judgments, forensic evidence, criminal cases, forensic medical

evidence
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