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Abstract
A nurse is frequently the first person in the emergency department who takes care

of the patient of criminal case. The major tasks of the nurse are documenting patient
biography, symptom and injury and collecting biological evidence such as blood, urine and
feces for laboratory testing. Many types of physical evidence may be found including clothes
and debris left in the wound and they have to be referred properly according to the rule of
the “chain of custody”. The objective of this work is to study the understanding of forensic
and medical evidence by professional nurses who worked in the “Emergency and Accident
Department” (EAD) of Phramongkutklao Hospital. The surveys were conducted during July -
November 2015 by using questionnaires and interviewing. The participants were 31 nurses
primarily consisted of women: 80.7% (n = 25) were female and the mean age was in the range
of 25-30 years. Their working experiences in the EAD were 4-6 years. The participants indicated
that they understood the standard forensic medical practice with an average score of 19.10
and the standard deviation of 1.45. The t-test of the scores suggested that there was a
significant difference (p-Value < 0.05) between the scores of the nurses (n=21) having further
training in special courses and those of the nurses (n= 10) without any further training. There
was no statistical difference in the scores of nurses of different ages, education levels and
working experiences in the EAD. Seventy-four percent (n = 23) of the participants noted that in
some cases, they needed consultancy in forensic medical procedures. Fifty-eight percent
(n=18) of nurses encountered cases that the patients were wounded during the referral by
rescue volunteers and some items of forensic and medical evidence were lost or deteriorated.
The participants suggested that the hospital should direct some resources to support the
forensic medical services of the EAD by arranging training courses in forensic medicine and
providing adequate staffs in the EDA to cope with the continual increasing in the work load

especially with patients of criminal case.
Keyword : forensic science / forensic medical / nurse / Emergency and Accident Department
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