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Abstract

This experimental evaluation research aimed to explore the graphic recall memory
of the pictorial health warnings (PHW), and intention not to smoke of Matayomsuksa 1- 6
students in Uthaithani Province. The data were collected from 715 sampled students who
have seen PHW size 55% for 368 samples and 85% for 347 samples through the use of a self-
administered questionnaire. Data analysis was completed by using descriptive statistics in
regard to frequency, percentage, and arithmetic mean, and analytical statistics were employed
by using an Independent t-test and Chi-square test.

The research results showed that 62.8 percent of the samples were female students,
and a high percentage of the sample (86.7%) had never smoked while 9.8 percent had former
smoking but currently do not smoke. After the comparison was made on the effects of seeing
different sizes of pictorial health warnings, the effects of 55% and 85% of the principal display
areas on the sampled students’ recall memory of the health pictorial warnings, and intention
not to smoke, it was found that the “85% size” pictorial health warning was significantly more
effective in making students’ recall memory with higher number of pictures than the “55% size”
(p = 0.019). However, no significant difference was found in regard to proportion of intention not
to smoke between two groups of seeing different size. Therefore, expanding the size of the
pictorial health warnings to 85% of the principal display areas should be an effective measure as
health education in developing students’ recognition of the health hazards of cigarette smoking
among students.
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