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Prof. Dr. Prasart Suebka

The Thai Physics Society expresses its deepest condolences and profound respect on the
passing of Prasart Suebka, an eminent physicist and influential figure in Thai higher education.

Professor Prasart Suebka served as Rector of Suranaree University of Technology for three
consecutive terms from 2008 to 201 7. Throughout his twelve years of leadership, he played a
pivotal role in transforming the university into an internationally recognized institution distinguished
for excellence in research, innovation, academic services, and science and technology education.
Under his guidance, the university was elevated to the status of one of Thailand’s nine National
Research Universities. From 2018 to 2020, Professor Prasart served as an Acting Rector of
Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University. He was widely admired for his far-reaching vision,
intellectual leadership, and enduring spirit of mentorship.

Educated in physics, Professor Prasart earned his bachelor’'s degree with honors from
Srinakharinwirot University, master’s degrees from Chulalongkorn University and Indiana University,
and a Doctor of Philosophy degree from Arizona State University [1]. During his time as a lecturer
at Ramkhamhaeng University and then Suranaree University of Technology, he devoted himself to
teaching and research at undergraduate and graduate levels, while fostering strong national and
international academic networks. As the founding Head of the School of Physics at Suranaree
University of Technology, he established its academic direction, recruited and mentored faculty
members, and helped build one of Thailand’s most productive physics research environments. Under
his leadership, the School of Physics gained national recognition for research excellence and became

an important destination for graduate education in physics.
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Professor Prasart possessed strong expertise in theoretical physics, particularly in nuclear
physics, particle physics, hadronic interactions, and quark models. His research contributions focused
extensively on exotic atomic systems such as pionium, kaonium, kaonic hydrogen, and antiprotonic
atoms, employing advanced numerical approaches based on Sturmian functions to investigate strong-
interaction effects and wave functions in realistic potentials [2-8]. He also contributed to studies of
baryon structure and decay, meson dynamics, electron—positron annihilation processes, and proton
form factors within nonrelativistic and perturbative quark models [9-18]. In addition, his publications
extended to condensed matter and materials physics through investigations of the electronic and
structural properties of crystalline materials, as well as synchrotron radiation theory [16,17].
Collectively, his work demonstrates broad scholarly contributions spanning theoretical particle physics,
computational modeling, and quantum systems, with sustained international collaboration and
publication in leading peer-reviewed physics journals.

Beyond his research accomplishments, Professor Prasart was an exceptional educator and
mentor. He authored influential textbooks, including Atomic Physics and Fundamental University
Physics, led the development of the Physics | and Physics Il textbooks for Suranaree University of
Technology, and wrote a widely recognized graduate-level textbook on electrodynamics that was
later selected for publication under the commemorative project celebrating the 84th Birthday
Anniversary of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej. He also supervised numerous doctoral students
who later became faculty members and researchers throughout Thailand.

The contributions of Professor Prasart extended far beyond the university, encompassing
numerous leadership roles at both national and international levels in academic administration,
science policy, educational reform, and research development. He also played a major role in
advancing national and international scientific infrastructure and collaboration. He supported Thailand
Physics Olympiad activities, the International Young Physicists’ Tournament, and chaired several
international conferences in particle, nuclear, and hadron physics. At the national level, he played a
pivotal role in the establishment of the National Astronomical Research Institute of Thailand (NARIT)
and contributed to the development of major scientific institutions and initiatives, including the
Synchrotron Light Research Institute (SLRI) and the Thailand Center of €xcellence in Physics (ThEP).
He also served on the boards or advisory bodies of several key organizations, including SLRI, the
Thailand Institute of Nuclear Technology (TINT), NARIT, and the National Science and Technology
Development Agency (NSTDA). His vision extended to large-scale international collaborations. He
strongly supported Suranaree University of Technology’s participation in the ALICE experiment at
CERN, making it the first university in Thailand and ASEAN to join the collaboration. He also
promoted involvement in international research initiatives such as GSI-FAIR and the Jiangmen
Underground Neutrino Observatory (JUNO), creating valuable opportunities for Thai researchers and

students to contribute to world-class scientific projects.
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In science and education policy, Professor Prasart served in numerous leadership positions,
including Chairman of the Board of the Institute for the Promotion of Teaching Science and
Technology (IPST), President of the Council of Science Deans of Thailand, and member of several
national committees related to academic Olympiads, coding education, science talent development,
and strategic research infrastructure. Through these contributions, he helped shape Thailand’s scientific
and educational landscape for decades. He dedicated his life to strengthening science, technology,
and higher education in Thailand while nurturing generations of students and scholars with wisdom,
integrity, and compassion. In recognition of his lifelong dedication and exceptional service, the
University Council of Suranaree University of Technology unanimously appointed him Professor
Emeritus in Physics, honoring his enduring legacy to the institution and the scientific community.

Professor Prasart Suebka leaves behind invaluable contributions to Thai physics, Thai higher
education, and the development of research and innovation for society. His vision, leadership, and
commitment to the public interest will continue to inspire future generations of scientists and
educators. The Thai Journal of Physics respectfully records its deepest gratitude and remembrance
of Professor Dr. Prasart Suebka. His legacy shall remain an enduring source of inspiration to the

academic communities of Thailand.
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