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Abstract

This research was a qualitative survey research. The study is a part of a project that
aims to explore and collect Thai folk medicine from tacit knowledge into explicit knowledge.
The present research studied the existing roles and existence of folk healers in Pathum-
Thani province. The subjects were folk healers in Pathum Thani province whom being listed
in the databases of Pathum-Thani provincial Public Health and the Division of Folk Medicine,
Department of Thai Traditional and Alternative Medicine. There were 13 participants who
meet the criteria of treating patients for not less than 10 years. The tools used for collecting
data involved part 1 general information, and part 2 knowledge and experience of folk
healer including herbal healer, traditional masseur, folk healer specialist in pediatric folk
remedies, folk healer specialist in gynecological disorders, and other specialist folk healers.

The results showed that 12 folk healers still playing a role in providing treatment in
the community consisting of herbal healers, traditional masseur, chiropractor, cataract
healer, pediatrician, and mor- pao. The patients were approximately 15-100 persons per
month. The in-dept interview explored that the existence of folk healers was influenced by
factors including confidence in an individual healer, service accessibility, medical expenses,
and efficacy of treatment. The results of this research provide information that can be used
for concrete information on health services of folk healers in Pathum-Thani province,
including the collaboration of the public health services and folk healers to pass on patients

between them as a alternative for people’s health care.

Keyword: folk healer, existing roles, existence, community health care
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