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Abstract

A study on the potential development and evolution of handicrafts made from jute within a community
in Northeast Thailand is aimed 1) to study selected communities that grow jute 2) to study handicraft skills,
knowledge and processes 3) to develop and create new theories 4) to apply knowledge in product design to
create added value 5) to evaluate and test the possibilities of creating products from these concepts. For the
research, the researcher has selected to study the handicraft skills and knowledge from communities in
Northeast Thailand to be used and adapted in developing new products made from jute.

The research categorized communities in the northeast into four groups: 1) communities which grew jute
2) communities which made handicrafts from jute and 3) communities which grew jute and made handicrafts
from the plant 4) communities which certified Thai community product standard. In the initial survey, the
researcher found that there were six communities in the region that matched the fundamental requirements
for studying the potential of handicraft skills and knowledge. The requirements were having sufficient raw
material resources and handicraft skills. However, the researcher selected the jute fibre handicraft group of
Baan Tok Pan (Kloom Mae Baan Sai Yai Por Baan Tok Pan), located at Ban Koh Muang Sub-district, Muang
District, Khon Kaen as the subject for the research.

For the research, the researcher found that jute had the highest potential to develop products for sale in
the market. The plant’s fibres could be used to produce a wide range of products. The fibres are durable
and soft while the plant is easy to cultivate and grow. The researcher also studied the use of other material
fibres in the region such as cotton, kapok, bananas, pineapples, coconut, bamboo, galangal and lotus to
develop handicrafts made from jute. The research, hence, focusses on jute as the main material and case
studies as there was only a small amount of research on the plant, and products made from the plant.

With respect to the use of the research to develop a wider range of products and new eco-friendly
production methods, the researcher found that jute could be knitted, sewn and used to create home wares,
decorative products as well as souvenirs. The jute fibres could be used as an alternative for handicraft
manufacturers and consumers. Lastly, Entrepreneurs and relevant businesses could use this research in
developing products and businesses as well as promoting the use of cultural capital to create new business

opportunities suitable to different communities.

Keywords : potential to develop handicraft skills and techniques, new theory in natural dyeing production processes,
natural dyeing processes, jute, development of products from the jute family
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