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ABSTRACT

Acid-fast staining of sputum is a simple and widely used method for diagnosis of pulmonary tuberculosis worldwide.
This method is high specificity but requires the expertise of the operator in analysis. Therefore, quality assurance of the testing
method is essential, with sputum smear slides used as one of the quality control materials. This study aimed to develop a
method for the preparing sputum smear slides using cultured acid fast bacilli (AFB) which were dispersed by filtration through
a polyvinylidene fluoride (PVDF) nanofiber membrane coated with polyvinyl alcohol (PVA). Four types of the homemade
nanofiber filters as 2Hz 8M, 2Hz 4M, 3Hz 8M and 3Hz 4M with a porosity of up to 99.98 percent and filter thicknesses of 158,
222, 48 and 81 micrometers, respectively were compared for filtration efficiency. When used to filter AFB, the 2Hz 4M PVDF
membrane produced sputum smear slides with a high number of single AFB (averaging 4.0 + 2.8 cells per oil power field) and
small clusters of 2-5 AFB per cluster (averaging 4.67 + 0.2 clusters per oil power field). The proportion of single AFB by the
2Hz 4M was higher than the number of AFB clumping in clusters compared to the use of other types of filters. In the
preparation process of sputum smear slides, the concentration of AFB could be adjusted to give the result of AFB 3+, AFB
2+, and AFB 1+ according to the World Health Organization's reporting criteria by diluting AFB at a 1:10 ratio for each reporting
level. This prepared slides closely resembled the actual patient sputum, showing leukocytes and welled-dispersed single AFB
under microscopic examination. This study is the first to apply nanofiber membrane filtration for dispersing AFB in sputum
smear preparation. This method is simple, practical, and suitable for use in quality assurance of acid-fast staining in clinical

laboratories as well as in training healthcare personnel.
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WU 0.36 Wuandiuan AFB Ussunas 10° colony
forming unit (cfu) Aofiadans Fan1asNATFILANLYY
0.5 McFarland Standard azflgnuiuluAfilTsUTZI0

{daa o

1.5 x10° cfu nefladdns uAs I enilTinfiunase
mummﬁuﬁugﬁuagﬁwmmLGTT@ nsfidinveade
(Viability) LLasmiLmzﬂaju (Clumping) voudowuiiy
(Isenberg, 1992) Toede Mycobacterium tuberculosis
selanalunsinsdesuuemsulanudaedung
Lﬂjm%yagﬂLmewnLLazmiLﬁﬁgLﬁUTmﬁﬂﬁmitmz
nau SelanmdululafiaznulTauuaii3efiidin
ﬂ'aumywml"wm'wmmmgwmmq'u McFarland
Standard

nansnsIadevdlanailesiduvsnande AFB fila
NSDIHTUUHUATEN wé’nmﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁyawﬁwummmyaa
maiélnayaqqamsﬂﬁlﬁamwﬁuLfga AFB Tneifuiiaide
#4487 (Single cell) LLaxL{Tuﬂa;mlawﬂaymlm
;JLﬂTfmﬂmagmmu Anadganmstudeainnslowny
ﬂiaaLLﬁa%ﬁmmmﬁquﬁ 2 wurmslaununseswin
2Hz AM uay 2Hz 8M Snnsnszanedaveade AFB fif
Zﬁ‘LGTJ%IE]LLU‘LJGT’JLaEJ’JSUOWU’Ju&J’]ﬂLLﬁzWULﬁUQﬂ’]iLmzﬂq‘M
LUU Group code A (§1u3u 2-5 fanenga) Fannsine
ﬂaql:umefﬁawuiwﬁﬁaaﬂiwﬁwumﬂLwiuﬂiawﬁm 3Hz
aM, 3Hz 8M waznsEAENToNTIMEYE dIUNANTS

nyaalngluwaunToIviin 3Hz 4M way 3Hz 8M WUAS
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A5 1 ANUMULRdY (Thickness) WagAIUNTU (Porosity) YasuKUNTa: PVDF

uHuN329 PVDF Aamunade+SD (lulasuns) AMUNTURRYLSD (%)

2Hz 4M 158+0 99.9833+0
2Hz 8M 22240 99.9832+0
3Hz 4M 48+0 99.9841+0
3Hz 8M 81+0 99.9805+0

A919N 2 UAAIANAINYUTIBUINIAY McFarland Standard ve4i3e7inTaeH ULHUNTBwTinn1a 9

AlaAEAIuYY McFarland Standard

HAUNTDY
2Hz 4M 0.37
2Hz 8M 0.37
3Hz 4M 0.31
3Hz 8M 0.24
nsvAEnTDATINYe 0.64
Wenaunses 3.17

719197 3 UAMIALRRETEITINIL AFB LUUWBIRBIMAZILULINIENAY Code A inululaume wazna grading Launseadiomisununses 2Hz 4M wazlyaen

luFensuaviionsludasiaiu 1:10 dwiunsaaoiEeInis

113NAADY dwauade AFB duauaie AFB UGy dwauade AFB 39w Grading
WUUREn Code A sia OPF (429A1)
#i9 OPF + SD fia OPF + SD

a%ad 1: Weiiligeans 13.22 + 8.50 2.05 + 0.44 15.27 (14.07-18.17) AFB 3+
(>10 AFB 78 OPF)

sl 1: Woflidaans 1:10 1.69 + 1.59 0.20 + 0.08 1.89 (1.78-2.17) AFB 2+
(1-10 AFB si@ OPF)

assd 2: Wodllaiianns 7.56 + 4.23 1.26 + 0.50 8.82 (8.10-10.62) AFB 2+
(1-10 AFB #@ OPF)

aSaf 2: Weidaans 1:10 041 +0.93 0.18 + 0.16 0.59 (0.49-0.84) AFB 1+

ﬂizmaéf’mmLfnyat,ﬂutmm?imuaztmunfcjuﬁwmﬂwaw
ey Group code A, Group code B (37121 6-10 617
Giaﬂfju), Group code C (317U 11-20 (ffwiaﬂq'u), LAy
Group code D (F1u2u >20 #anenga) 4 wdunuu
wenfufunnslanseaenseadandes Wew3ouiieou
A5l LHUNS0Y PVDF 98l 2Hz uas 3Hz WU LHY
nseswiin 2Hz annsadndunquieruialugdaun
6-10 fanenaudululadninia 3Hz iesannis
LA3 BULHUNSDY PVDF ¥ila 2Hz lon15.ad sufives
FrsuaduusunivinInsesenedn 3Hz vilulaiu
lpavandifianumunninsyanaanumn (51971 1)
Feflonadndung meaasuialugladinii e
Waguiieuununses PVDF filishuiudunstuievds
4 M uag 8 M nurununseswia 8 M aznseadevin
Fudelavesninwda 4 M iesanuaunsesin 8 M
fimununanede ¢ M Uszana 1.5 191 (115199 1)

ANUNUIVBILNUNTOIDIITINAADVYUIATNTU (pore size)

(59 AFB Tu 100 OPF) (10-99 AFB lu 100 OPF)

ANUVUNLNNTUALTININVUIATNTUYBIUNUNTBIAAAY
AINANITNAADIVBY Suwanboon et al., 2018 A4y
LIBNTDINILLAUNTDINAANUNUNTIL ALY af LR e

aammugiﬂuaaaﬂ

281915AMUTIUIULRABVBUT DA A BINDIINA D

Y0NS IULHUNTBILRarsda luln 1w a1 ueensd

o w a

d1Agyn1and (p > 0.05)

o

e LA ANULANA19DY 198

o a

ALUNINED

o

v o a a ~ ! g
UY# AL DLUTYULNYUTENINLIBNDUNT B

WAEMEINTDIMEYNTUALNLATES (p < 0.00)

NaN1T grading MIULAUNAITINENUNANITUOUANY

a

nsaespIAnIsauItelan wulndlandliusiauned

wignanynyinvetununsedlan AFB 2+ Jamanedia

]

wuide AFB $1uau 1-10 fame Ol power field Fafin1s
TysurunuaiiSosunuUssunn 10° cfu nedadans
TunsileuiieudnauiBsosazuossuiuinge 3o
ﬂﬁjm%ma?{w{maﬂgm ﬁauwﬁaﬁu?{muamﬁuL‘fa

WUU Group code A, B, C kag D dM35UNI¥A18N584



Journal of Applied Science and Emerging Technology (JASET) Vol. 24, No. 2 [2025]: e258823

Single cell Group Code A: 2-5 cells Group Code B: 6-10 cells ~ Group Code C: 11-20cells  Group Code D: > 20 cells
. T - 4
» = s
- ‘ Fraculi o »
b C - i |
- .h. ' - . - % =
- » ..y & i -
P -t e A " : e ¥
’ . ‘ ¢
g - - : =t ‘ Y v g’
= . 3

S Vad ool |

o oo & <o COUUVR (o oo ' '
JUT 1 wansnsnszaneiveade AFB Tualanawdesiaune uazinamnisiuusunaas AFB mu Code fithuun: TuuSinaude AFB Mduwuaiiiseguuns

3
Anduns AnegneAsdund) Muuudediies (Single cell) uagwuuingngudisll Group Code A: T91iude AFB 2-5 fananay; Group Code B: H3mau

179 AFB 6-10 fanengu; Group Code C: f8uide AFB sz 11-20 fanengy; wag Group Code D: fi§1uiuido AFB Usua >20 fnengu

15

14

13

[l

12

11

10

dansanauiiiasialn
o

Fudnuasi

m Single cell

M Group Code A

B Group Code B
Group Code C
Group Code D

2Hzam 2Hz8M 3HzdMm 3HzaM nrenensaaiovnidlud ilanaunsa

AfiauauKHunsag * dungudainnnii 15 nau

S ° a o & N S o C a = ¥ ' N a ~ a a. a i ¥ o &
EUVI 2 UdA91UIULRAEUBISILYD AFB E‘ULL‘U‘UW’]\?‘] vualanaosiauvsimisumeununsosnazyila: lunsiuSsufisulssansnnilumieaute AFB

YRIHUNTES 5 WA laln wkuNTaa PVDF win 2Hz 4M, 2Hz 8M, 3Hz 4M, uay 3Hz 8M, N5¥AN¥NTBRTINNYY (Whatman No. 2) Wauiuiienaunsas

Tngmsratiuide AFB luguuuuna wdeneinaes lnsturisguuvuiidudedufe (Single cell) uaifunguiiauuy Group Code A (F1u3m 2-5 ffane

nqu), Group Code B (§1u3u 6-10 fnanga), Group Code C (§117u 11-20 Fnonau), uaz Group Code D (S >20 Famenaw)

g

90

LlilchpNHERN

80

suasdimpuidaniandudan

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

TRLA:

| Single cell M Group Code A M Group Code B Group Code C Group Code D
2Hz 4M 2Hz 8M 3Hz4M 3Hz 8M nsyoernsasL fonwrdivsl \danaunsas
Alauasununsay

Uit 3 uamsdmanuidusesazvesuiuiliesinaznauite AFB ndeneiinass vudlanaflosidumesNinleumeununsowunazeiin: lunisiSeuiiieu

UsganSamilundenide AFB vesununsee 5 uin laln ununses PVDF wila 2Hz 4M, 2Hz 8M, 3Hz 4M, wag 3Hz 8M, nsyaunsaadenidve

(Whatman No. 2) ifleuifuidensunses Tnemsiaiuie AFB lugluuuniey lwdeneisnass lnedfurisgUuuuiidudesiien (Single cell) uazidunguiie

WU Group Code A (§1u3u 2-5 ﬁ?@iaﬂfiﬂ), Group Code B (§1u3u 6-10 ﬁ"sﬁiaﬂdu), Group Code C (13w 11-20 ﬁ’aﬁianfiu), 4ag Group Code D

(37U >20 fMnengw)
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Fafienadenerinasiieluununsosiin 2Hz M,
2Hz 8M, 3Hz 4M, 3Hz 8M, ns¥A¥nIoudeanIdive,
LLaw?Jyaﬁaumm ﬁﬂ'ﬁwhﬁ’ugaaas 46, 33, 14, 25, 13,
uay 4 muaIeu
NANTSNAaDILEATIVLE LI N UNSEs PVDF ¥ila
2Hz aM fszansamddiaalunislanseade AFB
dielnlademulvgdusuuiufe wiefnsinznay
Yo oLfissvundn 2-5 éﬁw{aﬂq'u Imalaiwumjm%a
aualngdsenaenstusunie wavamalndiuou
o AFB fifulnnanardou Tunsunisiieule AFB
ABULHUN TN INAINAL UL N1 UNS5UT T84
s
3.3 M9ASouAlanalE AN RS A 195U I TUAAUIN
nsdeudnunsauvusEaUSIIaaTs (Grading)
Tunisieipualanailes@unsdviunise oud
nunse Lt el s 189 uRaUINLUUTERUUS UL ©
(Grading) ANULNAININISTIBNURATDIBIRNMSEWTE AN
W AFB 3+, AFB 2+ wag AFB 1+ wu vinlaeduded
w3ealna1nn1sly wHunses PVDF 9ida 2 Hz 4M
wvlaawuiy 10 wilaenisdy wWieluisiuiuide
AFB snnifisanelunisinsevalanadesiaunsluinig
FIYNUNAANTT Grading vJu AFB 3+ LLﬁ%L%E]Q’NL%Waaﬂ
10 wnitolnsioeunalaidu AFB 2+ was AFB 1+
Tunsvnaosredt 1 wazadedl 2 mudey Feaonnans
FunsAuraUsnand 951 1INsuIuRasvele
LLUUL@IEJ’JLLEWLLUUHQIN Code A ifulanensnans L
Tunsveassndedt 1 Weuinsiusuiuadede AFB
LUULA BT (13.22) ﬁuaﬁ’wmuﬁamﬁhiuﬂq& Code A
(2.05) 2¢laudu 15.27 fame OPF @9 >10 AFB mo OPF
(Grading 3+) waziiloideans 10 W nuswuowas
5oy 1.89 fame OPF Gsaroglunas 1-10 AFB e
OPF (Grading 2+) 1 uif e Tus 1uauLd a1ad 590
Tunsvaaesit 2 dmsunislodeluiiesns 8.82 dane
OPF waz 0.59 fama OPF (59 &1 lu 100 OPF) §ans4
ffuna Grading AFB 2+ Lag AFB 1+ AIUA1AU AILAAS
Tups1ait 3 ssfunlumsiFenadeas 10 mnilnaan
A Grading awﬁ'aixﬁ'ﬂlﬂyﬁnﬂ Grading AFB 3+ vy
AFB 2+ 4a®21n Grading AFB 2+ 1fu AFB 1+ 4

A9AAA BIAUITUT T 89D Yamada hasAy

(Yamada et al., 2006; Yamada et al., 2011) #ilynns
oo 10 inifienisannams Grading AFB awils
sefu uenandiinnsinsgmeyauanddiunns
wuMsINIznauIeaTe AFB 2-5 Mamengu LU Code
A 919flHansENUABNTITBITUAT Grading Lisudnuoy
u3olufinansznudueg funinndeusiuiuie AFB

agluszAunnuesiiiedla

4. ungay

nsvevdlanaidesiauzaiednunia duisnis
asidadeTulsaend delyfuunsnanegludagdu
Fafuaugnaes wuuguazALUL edovaInis
nagoutiuLiudsddy TeesiinisUsziugunimaes
ﬁﬁmiwmaauLLaz‘UizLﬁuw”ﬂwmymiaaﬁt,ﬂiwzﬁ
ogsAsANaneTanAUANAMIN AT A IWTouTSe
uartaendte Taemssseudlanaidesiauveilumauin
voauuafiTonunsa Anaurduluenuisedidudn
nadenlunsndntanaiuauaunin 7vila
AOUY19918 wavazaanlunsufuR §elvide AFB
anetugiiluguuss insdsduomnsidsadersiaman
waznsesnsuianssuununseaulowedliadiy
wqeolsn (PVDR) wiln 2Hz 4M 7 vilyid ensyany
Wudaud Bagiuauann wauduiauved nut uneu

a

miLmamiﬁﬁé’ﬂwmmaywﬁ’vLawsmm;ﬂwﬁﬂ
Afadadenun wandey Wonuafiieuseddu
Anvlaluiaune wazide AFB faunsausuuSuna
grading uaﬂmm]ﬂ%ala@i(al,ﬁagLammﬁiuﬂﬁmuqm
AuANTIDIUTRNTUAY SeanunsalyUselomy
Tuaums 4 AR 1989 UNISANY N1TUNNE Lay
A1519UAY LYY STURAAE Bn1TABULN T NA Ny

LLazﬂ’ﬁﬁﬂauimqﬂa’mimﬂmmwm

a a

naANIsNYIzNIA

AUEH ITBU0VBUNTEAUAMZINATANITULINY
w1 inerdeuiag A avvayunislyiad ol e
gUnsal a191Afl @anudl uareIuILALALAIN

o

Tunsvinise
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